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NEW — Colombian Persecutions 


NEW — Coercion of Shopowners 
by Roman Church 


NEW — Attacks on Our 
System 


NEW — Priests Contacting Us 
NEW — Writers for Magazine 


NEW — Blessings Thru Films, 
Magazine, Speaking Staff 


NEW — Conversions of Priests 
Be Informed 
RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 


NOW 


Send a Gift Subscription to 
A Friend — 
Your Pastor — Graduate — Missionary 
— All alike will benefit from it — 


School 


ow, 


SAFETY 
CERTAINTY 
ENJOYMENT 


THIS CAN BE YOURS! 
Write Now for Your 
FREEDOM ANNUITY FOLDER 


You will discover how extra funds 
can be safely invested for a steady 
income and have assurance that any 
balance will go into the Lord's work. 


Sums of $300.00 and up can be safely 
invested in... 


CHRIST’S MISSION ANNUITIES 


1. If God has intrusted you with some resources 
you will want to see them at work for Him 
now. 

This same fund will continue to work for 
Him when you are gone to be with the Lord 
Jesus. 

You can have an adequate and independent 
stable income now, safer, trouble free from 
fluctuation and irregularity in rate of return, 
obtain tax benefits and receive a generous 
return on your investment. 

You can provide for your family through 
it also. 


Write for your descriptive booklet, 
including your name and address. 


Dept. AF 


CHRIST'S MISSION 
27 E. 22nd St., New York 10, N. Y. 


AREAS IRIS S SSS 


Your Will Is Important to 
Your Family and The Lord 


WILL YOU REMEMBER 
CHRIST'S MISSION IN YOUR WILL? 


Use the following form of bequest: 

“I give, devise and bequeath to 
Christ’s Mission, a religious corpor- 
ation organized under the laws of 
the State of New York with offices 
in the City of New York, the sum of 


the following property, to wit: .... 


ATTENTION 


PASTORS 


The Purple 
Curtain 


Christ’s Mission’s converted priests are 
available for =s ngagements 
throughout the United States. erever 
they go, they speak to capacity audiences. 
Protestants as well as s Catholics 
are eager to hear the truth about the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

In February, our men had some very 
interesting experiences. A monsignor and 
2 priests attended one meeting. At an- 
other 2 priests tried to vilify our repre- 
sentative, and also sent a K. of C. 
sentative who b hone the next y, 
indicated his coed ok Christ. Many Roman 
Catholics at the various meetings gave 
their hearts to Christ. 

We can promise you a thrilling mes- 
sage — and an aroused congregation — 
when you invite one of these ex-priests 
to address your church. 


Would you like to hear — 


©@ Thrilling Testimonies 

@ Message on Salvation showing 
Roman Errors 

@ Mixed Marriage Problems 


A TypicaAL CoMMENDATION: 


We had a great meeting last night with 
over 300 present. Your representative 
spoke with comprehensive understanding 
and yet with a measure of clarity of 
thought and realistic qualities that were 
pleasing. He would grace any platform in 
the country. The next afternoon he 
Comment a stirring message to approxi- 
mately 100 ministers and ruling elders 
from 77 Presbyterian churches in this 
area. Again there was a marvelous re- 
sponse to his message. 


Write now for an Engagement 
n Department 


CHRIST'S MISSION 


27 E. 22nd St. New York 10, N. Y. 
(OS PA LT 


Menacing 


Shadows... 


a sharp, eye-opening dramatiza- 

tion of the biggest threat to 

American political, social and 
religious liberties. 


a motion picture 
which pinpoints the 
areas of American life 
under attack 


Film Department 


CHRIST’S MISSION, Inc. 
27 E. 22 St., New York 10, N. ¥. 
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Gateway to Freedom 


American liberty has been for a 
cen a beacon-light for the nations 
ee The] Statue of Liberty rises 
toward the heavens to illustrate an 
idea which nerved the three hundred 
at Thermopylae and armed the ten 
thousand at Marathon; . . . which 
fired the farmer’s gun at Lexington 


ao" and razed the Bastile in Paris; which 
ge inspired the charter in the cabin of 
; ly wae the Mayflower and the Declaration 
if, of Independence from the Conti- 
pre nental Congress. 


It means that with the abolition of 
privileges to the few and the en- 
2 franchisement of the individual, the 
nee equality of all men before the law, 
GAZINE OF OUR CHRISTIAN HERITAGE . and universal suffrage, the ballot 
secure from fraud and the voter from 
eee intimidation, ~ _ free -_ _ 
ease cation furnished by the State for all, 
pL. 17 MAY, 1956 NO. 5 : liberty of worship and free speech; 
the right to rise, and equal opportu- 
E nity for honor we fortune, = prob- 
. i 3 lems of labor and capital, of social 
-ONTENTS: : regeneration and moral growth, a 
. ro and verty, will wor! 
ers to the Editor ‘dies ain out Sie me benign in- 
fluences of enlightened law-making 
and law-abiding liberty, without the 
aid of kings and armies, or of an- 
archists and bombs .. . 


The rays from this beacon, lighting 

this gateway to the continent, will 

the Gentiles Do d welcome the poor and the persecuted 

i with the hope and promise of homes 

andle of the Month a and citizenship. It will teach them 

Byes of the World f that there is room and brotherhood 

2 for all who will support our institu- 

Lives that Speak : tions and aid in our development; 

» . see but that those who come to disturb 

al the Cathedral our peace and dethrone our laws are 
aliens and enemies forever. 


en 
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Chauncey M. Depew 
(October 28, 1886) 


Editor: Walter M. Montano 
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GOOD TESTIMONY 


I benefit so much from your maga- 
zine. Since you send it without cover, 
two people have asked me for it! I 
give them all away, but would like for 
my two daughters to enjoy this maga- 
zine too. One of them married a 
Catholic. 

Mrs. M.P., California 


“LIKE NO ONE ELSE" 

I want to renew my subscription 
to your good magazine. Several years 
ago I was a subscriber. You get the 
facts like no one else does. Please send 
me your prices for two years and I'll 
send you my check for the same im- 
mediately. 

G.T.S., California 


FIRM FAN 


One sample copy of your magazine 
and I was a firm fan. How glad I am 
to see such a magazine used for a 
testimony for our precious Saviour 
and Lord, by priests who once served 
the Devil blindly, not realizing, be- 
cause of zeal and desire wrongly 
placed, that this was so. Praise God 
for your salvation! 

My husband and brother - in-law 
were once Catholic, but have been 
wonderfully saved by God’s grace, my- 
self included—I was not Catholic— 
merely a Protestant who wasn’t pro- 
testing. I have a sister-in-law who is 
Catholic and a lover of Bishop F. J. 
Sheen—causing me heartache and 
concern for her two adorable little 
girls. She doesn’t go to church regu- 
larly because of the money—but the 
“connection” is there and the images, 
candles and superstition crop up at 
intervals. Praise the Lord for your 
work and may God wonderfully bless 
your work and staff to cause the blind 
to see again. 

F.D., New Jersey 


REACH ONE 
So thankful for the pamphlets you 
sent me recently. Your February mag- 
azine extra fine—so thank you for the 
Pink Pages especially. God bless you 

and your co-workers. 
Mrs. C.H., Penna. 


TRUE LIGHT 


We are so thankful for the maga- 
zine called CONVERTED CATHOLIC— 
someone sent it to us and we praise 
the dear Lord for many Catholics are 
seeing the true light and are being 
saved. My husband is a _ converted 
Catholic, so we would like to have you 
send us this magazine for 1 year, 
please find enclosed $2.00 for it. 

Mrs, J.C.S., Wisconsin 


A DEAR SAINT 


I recently received two copies of 
Fr. Chiniquy’s Fifty Years from you 
in response to my request. Please find 
herewith my check for $7.50 for which 
please send me two additional copies. 
As you know Fr. Chiniquy lived in 
this county and the book has consider- 
able historical interest locally for that 
reason. I have known people who were 
acquainted with him during his life 
time who admired him greatly. 

W.AS., Illinois 


PASSED ON 


I commend you and your staff for 
your sincere efforts to keep people in- 
formed. I look forward to every issue 
of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC. I read 
every word and it is then passed on 
to a couple other people. 

Mrs. E.K.R., Ore. 


INDIFFERENT ATTITUDE 


. . . Just a word more about this 
article (Jan. ’56 Americans by 
Choice). I called several of the minis- 
ters, and it’s amazing and heartbreak- 
ing the indifferent attitude they have. 
Dr. C. C. Warren, the president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, was the 
only one who expressed any concern. 
He said he had preached in eight 
states and he couldn’t get any response 
to this problem. Even my Christian 
friends, when I try to talk about this 
danger creeping over us, smile at me 
as though they will try to tolerate my 
intolerance. Should you mention this 
article in your magazine, please omit 
my name. 

North Carolina 


FAITHFUL PASTOR 


I am enclosing $10 from my emer- 
gency fund for the purpose of having 
a group subscription to the CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC magazine sent to me for a 
whole year. I intend to use these 
magazines in the literature rack in the 
vestibule of my church where my 
members will be able to pick it up at 
will without cost. Please send it to my 
home address so that I can take care 
of this matter personally. 

Rev. G.J.M., Penna. 
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CHRIST'S MISSION—1 889-1890 


It would be of interest to 
know that not long ago I was 
through the files of our perio 
then known as The Evangelical, 
in 1889 and 1890 I found referen 
the work of Christ’s Mission ar 
founder who was in charge at 
time. The references were favo: 
know that several of our churches 
used your speakers, even in 
months. 
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WRITE US ANYTIME 
I have just recently read on 
your magazines and wish to say 
you are doing a good job. Wou 
kindly send me one copy of your 
zine “CONVERTED CATHOLIC” and t 

more about your organization? 
R.W,, 






































OUR GOAL 


Our school appreciates the 
fine articles in the CONVERTED C 
LIC magazine. 

Miss S.W. - C.C. Tr. Sch., Ariz 
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HAPPY TO COMPLY 


Thank you for your recent letter 
notifying me of the fact that my sub 
scription for the “CONVERTED CaTHO 
Lic” is past due. I did not realize it 
In your letter you did not notify m 
how much a year’s subscription costs, 
Since I place your magazine in om 
tract rack each month after I have 
read through each issue, I have no way 
of knowing the subscription price, be 
cause the magazine is gone practically 
as soon as I put it in the tract rack. 

Rev. T.R.S., N.J. 






















OUT FROM AMONG THEM 


Enclosed please find $2.00 for the 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC—having been one 
of them—but gloriously brought out 
from among them I can truly appre 
ciate your work. I did receive you 
magazine at one time. 

Mrs. J.W., Penna. 
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OUR PROGRAM 


I would like to ask a big favor of 
you. If it is God’s will and if you ar 
able, can you send your magazine toa 
Catholic priest? He is very nice and 
he is trying to convert me to the Cath 
olic way. I sent him some tracts and 
he wrote me a letter thanking me for 
them. Will you please send him you 
magazine and please by all means 
pray for him to be saved. I am pray 
ing too. I don’t have money for your 
magazine or I would pay for him and 
myself. Please tell him he can get out 
of there if he wants to. Let me know 
if you can do it. Thank you so much 
for reading my letter and God bles 
you always. 
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Mrs. P.C., Maryland 


(Eprtor’s Note: A free subscription 
was entered for this gentleman, @ 
has been done for others, with our 
prayers.) 
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BRIDGES TO THE VATICAN 


ppeTory IS A GREAT TEACHER, and only through 

a knowledge of the past can current events be 
properly framed, evaluated, and analyzed. This be- 
ing the case, a sense of perspective should be a 
sine qua non to anyone seeking or holding public 
office. 

We have been led to believe that of the many 
presidents of the United States, Mr. Eisenhower is 
the least inclined to read history or books on cur- 
rent events. We might very well attribute to this 
fat—if it be fact—his freedom and fluency in 
extending felicitations to various dignitaries and 
organizations within the Roman Catholic Church. 
His recent congratulatory message to the Pope on 
the occasion of his eightieth birthday is an example 
of how far the President has advanced in proffer- 
ing the hand of friendship to a foreign ecclesiastico- 
political power. 

In a letter addressed to “His Holiness, Pope 
Pius XII” on March 11, President Eisenhower ex- 
pressed “great satisfaction” at having his personal 
representative, Mr. John A. McCone, “participate 
in this ceremony which has such great significance 
for all the peoples of the Christian world. 

“Your labors for world unity, peace and well 
being are a constant inspiration to mankind.” (The 
Philadelphia Inquirer, March 11, 1956) 

“On your eightieth birthday anniversary I join 
men and women of all faiths in best wishes to you 
for many more years of devotion to the cause of 
freedom and peace among men.” (The Register, 
March 11, 1956) 

“I have asked Mr. McCone to convey to you my 
personal best wishes and solicitation, and to ex- 
press to you the affection and esteem of the Ameri- 
can people.” (The Philadelphia Inquirer) 

Mr. McCone, it should be noted, is a prominent 
Roman Catholic layman and businessman from 
Pasadena who is a regent of Loyola University, a 
board member of the Archdiocesan Charity Fund, 
a Knight Commander of St. Gregory, and a recipi- 
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EDITORIAL 


WALTER M. MONTANO 


ent (on March 11) of the Grand Cross of the Order 
of St. Sylvester, accorded him during his private 
audience with the Pope. The president referred to 
him as “my good friend.” 

Somehow we suspect again that Mr. Bernard 
Shanley, Presidential Appointments Secretary, ad- 
viser, and golfing partner, is the real author of the 
message. But the expressions contained in it are 
far from factual. That the Pope of Rome is “de- 
voted to the cause of freedom” is an arbitrary 
statement unsupported by facts. We ask, What 
has he done to stop the intolerance and persecution 
of Protestants in Colombia? What has he done to 
stop the despoliation on the part of the Roman 
Catholic government and clergy in Spain against 
Protestants? What has he done to ameliorate the 
condition of non-Catholics in Portugal? And in 
what way has he promoted freedom for all under 
the law in Latin American countries? 

That Mr. Eisenhower has chosen a regent of a 
Jesuit college to be his personal representative (the 
first Presidential representative in six years) is 
more than mere coincidence. It might be argued 
that this was only one occasion, but it still consti- 
tutes an infringement of the letter and spirit of the 
American Constitution regarding the separation of 
church and state. 

It might also be argued that election year is a 
time of vital concern to potential candidates and of 
political maneuverings on a grand scale and, con- 
sidered in this light, Roman Catholic votes com- 
prise a powerful block of influence for anyone as- 
tute enough to seek them. But this is merely the 
old story, attested through history, of bartering the 
birthright for a mess of pottage. The trend of re- 
cent administrations, augmented by the efforts of 
both Mr. Eisenhower and Mr. Nixon, is indeed 
dangerous to the nation and the welfare of the 
people and bodes ill for the future of a country once 
dedicated to freedom. 

Let it be remembered that the Roman Catholic 
contribution to the American way of life has been 
negligible, if not actually negative. It is time that 
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our readers and the public in general realize the 
dangerous course that the Government is following 
by building these bridges to the Vatican. They may 
provide an all-too-accessible route of invasion for 
ideologies and armies when the watchmen are tak- 
ing their ease and when the people are eating, 
drinking, and making merry. 

Already the traffic increases in both directions 
while our battlements are deserted and our guns 
are unmanned. it is high time to alert ourselves 
to the tread or advancing footsteps and to register 
opposition to these forces of subversion. Even now 
time is running out—and November may be too 
late. 


SLIPPERY ROAD 


OME MONTHS AGO in an article on Cecil B. De- 
Mille we pointedly dealt with the power and in- 
fluence of the Roman Catholic Church in Holly- 
wood. As might be expected, the Jesuits have the 
greatest share of that influence. 

When we cited Mr. DeMille for two of his Bibli- 
cal productions and quoted him on his reverence for 
the sacred Scriptures, we could scarcely have im- 
agined that he would fall into the pit of servile 
flattery prepared for the unwary by these same 
Jesuits. But it is all too evident that he has been 
induced to bend the knee to Rome and barter prin- 
ciple for box office. His motivation is questionable, 
to say the least, and his position decidedly vulner- 
able. For unless this is just a lapsus linguae or a 
momentary slip of propriety (hardly a plausible 
explanation)—in which case repentance is in or- 
der—absolution cannot be administered to him by 
either the Editor or his readers. 

On our part, we are constrained to express our 
utter disappointment in Mr. DeMille’s departure 
from what we thought was a genuine regard for 
the Bible and what it has represented down 
through the ages. We can only surmise, if we are 
not to accuse him of insincerity, that he is ignorant 
of history and of the part the Jesuits have played 
in suppressing and subverting truth. Had he been 
well read on the aims and intrigues of the Roman 
Church throughout the blood-stained pages of its 
history, he could hardly have gone so completely 
overboard in expressing praise for the Society of 
Jesus at the anniversary breakfast held on the 
Playa del Rey (California) campus of Loyola Uni- 
versity last March 11. 


DEATH WAS THE BEGINNING 


After describing the 600,000 alumni of Jesuit 
institutions in the United States as “the strongest 
bulwark of liberty under the law” (a Catholic 
cliche), Mr. DeMille, an Episcopalian, heaped the 
following encomiums on the founder of Jesuitism, 
who died just four hundred years ago: 

“I know that St. Ignatius died in 1556, but I 
speak of it as his birth because death is not the end, 
but a new beginning of life, and because the real 
life of St. Ignatius of Loyola, even in this world, 
did not by any means end in 1556. 
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“He lives on in the society he founded. Not ¢ 
your church but the whole world is indebted to # 
Jesuits,” added Mr. DeMille, sounding remark: 
like Vice President Nixon. & 

Warmed by his own enthusiasm, he assured th 
gathering that the free world can be grateful & 
“the stand of your great church, on the Lord’s side 
and therefore on the side of liberty under the la 

Ignoring the fact that his films have occasio 
ly come under the ban of the censor’s pen—in th 


case the Roman Catholic Legion of Decency—th sis 


man who once said that the movie people “are x 
sponsible as artists and as molders of 


thoughts” (italics added) proceeded to even higher § 


tributes: 3 

“No figure in the modern world is a more ee 
quent symbol of these truths than the figure of 
Pope Pius XII. In our own country no voice has 
spoken for recognition of the law of God mor 
forcefully than the voice of Los Angeles’ own Car. 
dinal McIntyre [who was present]. 

“No single body of men has done more to ip 
culcate that law than your teachers, the Fathers of 
the Society of Jesus.” 

We feel that this “molder of men’s thoughts” 
needs to do some serious reading and engage in 
some sober reflections before producing any more 
films. If he is sincere, he might find occasion for 
retractions before continuing on this slippery road, 


REASONS FOR SUPPRESSION 


Mr. DeMille should know that the Jesuit Order 
has long been a notorious institution for attempt 
ing the lives of sovereigns and heads of govern 
ment. The assassination of Henri III of Franee 
and William, prince of Orange, as well as the plots 
against Queen Elizabeth and James I of England, 
all testify to this assertion. Toward the close of 
her reign, in a proclamation dated November 16, 
1602, Queen Elizabeth says that “the Jesuits had 
fomented the plots against her person, excited her 
subjects to revolt, provoked foreign princes to com- 
pass her death, engaged in all affairs of state, and, 
by their language and writings had undertaken to 
dispose of her crown.” (John Dowling, The History 
of Romanism, p. 603) 

Little wonder that Pope Ganganelli, or Clement 
XIV, felt that he had plenty. of reason to suppress 
the order of the Jesuits in 1773. 

“Their abolition was not a work of haste. Ac 
cording to the life of this Pope, published in the 
year 1776, he spent four years deliberately exam 
ining the history of the order. He searched the 
archives of the Propaganda for the documents re 
lating to their missions, the accusations against 
and apologies for them; desirous of being correct 
in the matter of his condemnation, he commumi- 
cated his brief privately to several cardinals and 
theologians as well as to some sovereigns, etc., be 
fore he promulgated it. 

“He then decided on the abolition, but not with 
out considering the consequences to himself. He 
believed it would be death to him; when he signed 
the instrument, he is reported to have said: ‘ 
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SBioression is accomplished. I do not repent of it, 


ing only resolved on it after examining and 
wighing everything, and because I thought it nec- 
sary for the church. If it were not done, I wouid 
it now; but this suppression will be my death.’ 
_“The initial letters of a Pasquinade appeared on 
Peter’s church, which he interpreted, ‘The Holy 
e will be vacant in September,’ which was veri- 
in his death on the twenty-second of that 
nth, 1774, attended with every symptom of 
son. Thus ended for the time being the order of 
its, and thus too the man that dared to stop 
m in their course of iniquity. It is not saying 
» much,” remarks Rev. Dr. Giustiniani (page 
#7), “if we consult history and experience, that 
pther so infamous a class of men never lived.” 
(idem, p. 604) 


THE INFAMOUS OATH 


Finally, any intelligent citizen can perceive the 
tangers of the Jesuit oath: 


“T, A.B., now in the presence of Almighty God, 
the blessed Virgin Mary, the blessed Michael the 
Archangel, the blessed St. John Baptist, the holy 
ostles St. Peter and St. Paul, and the saints and 
gered host of heaven, and to you my ghostly father 
to declare from my heart, without mental reserva- 
tion, that pope Gregory is Christ’s Vicar General, 
ad is the true and only Head of the universal 
church throughout the earth; and that by virtue of 
the keys of binding and loosing, given to his Holi- 
ness by Jesus Christ, he hath power to depose here- 
tical kings, princes, states, commonwealths, and 
governments, all being illegal, without his sacred 
confirmation, and that they may safely be de- 
sroyed; therefore to the utmost of my power, I 
will defend this doctrine and his Holiness’s rights 
and customs against all usurpers of the heretical or 
Protestant authority whatsoever, especially against 
the now pretended authority and church in Eng- 
land, and all adherents, in regard that they be 
wurped and heretical, opposing the sacred mother 
church of Rome. 

“IT do renounce and disown any allegiance as 
due to any heretical king, prince, or state, named 
Protestant, or obedience to any of their inferior 
magistrates or officers. I do further declare the 
doctrine of the church of England, of the Calvin- 
ists, Huguenots, and other Protestants, to be dam- 
table, and those to be damned who will not forsake 
the same. I do further declare, that I will help, 
assist, and advise all or any of his Holiness’s agents 
inany place wherever I shall be; and do my utmost 
to extirpate the heretical Protestants’ doctrine, and 
to destroy all their pretended power, legal or other- 
wise. I do further promise and declare, that not- 
Withstanding J am dispensed with to assume any 
religion heretical, for the propagation of the moth- 
et church’s interest, to keep secret and private all 
her agents’ counsels, as they entrust me, and not 
to divulge, directly or indirectly, by word, writing 
or circumstance whatsoever, but to execute all 
Which shall be proposed, given in charge, or dis- 
covered unto me, by you my ghostly father, or by 
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any one of this convent. All which I, A.B., do swear 
by the blessed Trinity, and blessed sacrament, 
which I am now to receive, to perform and on my 
part to keep inviolably ; and do call all the heavenly 
and glorious host of heaven, to witness my real in- 
tentions to keep this my oath. In testimony hereof, 
I take this most holy and blessed sacrament of the 
eucharist, and witness the same further with my 
hand and seal, in the face of this holy convent.” 
(Idem, p. 605) 

With the foregoing facts before him, the deci- 
sion now rests with Mr. DeMille. 


CENSORSHIP 


N THE ANNALS OF COUNTRIES where the Roman 
Catholic Church has been dominant, ecclesiasti- 
cal censorship is often as firmly entrenched as the 
law itself and is frequently incorporated into the 
national constitutions, usually in the unequivocal 
assertion that the religion of the country is Roman 
Catholic. Such a state of affairs is deplorable. 

But when ecclesiastical censorship shows its 
teeth in America, it has connotations that are 
shocking and totally unacceptable to the American 
way of life. The specter of a powerful church legis- 
lating in civil affairs would certainly have aroused 
our founding fathers, who felt that such a condi- 
tion was incompatible with the dream of a free 
country. Yet the specter has become reality and 
we hear constantly of attempts on the part of the 
Roman hierarchy to muffle and gag, influence and 
suppress. 

One of the most recent episodes involved the 
TV program “Medic,” which cancelled the showing 
of a Caesarian operation following a protest from 
Cardinal Spellman of New York, who objected to 
it on the basis of its not being suitable for viewing 
in the home. 

Despite the fact that Creator-writer James 
Moser and Producer Frank LaTourette, both of 
whom once studied for the priesthood, argued at 
length on the propriety of the film, the network 
decided that further editing would be necessary 
before approval could be given—a decision that 
cost them $35,000. (Los Angeles Times, March 
11, 1956) 

Thus, like the sword of Damocles, Roman 
Catholic censorship hangs over our heads. And 
when vested interests or great corporations such 
as the National Broadcasting Company yield so 
readily to pressure from the hierarchy, for what- 
ever reason, we feel that the foundation of our 
national structure is being transferred from solid 
rock to shifting sand. 

For America was built upon the rock. But it is 
not enough to secure the foundation; the fortress 
must be constantly under guard. It is not enough 
to build a mighty Maginot Line unless we have the 
strength and the will to defend it. It is not enough 
to have a Constitution unless we have men with 
backbone and moral caliber who are strong enough 
to challenge its enemies and never count the cost. 
Only at such a price can liberty be preserved. 
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THE SNARE 
OF THE FOWLER 


by REV. LADISLAV KUBAT 


translated by Rev. Joseph Dobes 


Like a bird that after long imprisonment gains its precious free- 


dom only to be caught again in the snare of the fowler, the Czech 


nation for many centuries has struggled within the toils of the Roman 


Church, and has known only a brief, blood-bought hour of freedom. 


But the spirit of Hus and Comenius lives on, and in spite of the 


ravages of Roman Catholicism, and now Communism, the words of 


Czechoslovakia's valiant President Masaryk still shine out of darkness: 


“We must return to reformation," he said—to which the author adds, 


“We must return to Christ!" 


ELIGION, in order to be effec- 

tive, must be truthful, without 
superstition, and must influence 
life, making new men in Jesus 
Christ. By way of contrast, the 
Roman Catholic Church has no 
power over man’s life to make 
him better. Her teaching about 
confession, indulgences, and cere- 
monialism, and her emphasis on 
the priest’s power is silencing the 
conscience of her church mem- 
bers. Why should they not sin? 
The holy church has a reservoir 
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of saints’ merits, and from this 
reservoir she distributes indul- 
gences. What a sweet life in the 
Roman Church! 

During the lenten season, the 
church permits one to dance as 
much as he wants, and on Ash 
Wednesday, she leads one right 
from the ballroom to the church 
and then to the way of Christ’s 
passion. And what shall we say 
about feasts and pilgrimages? 
Do you know their program? In- 
side the church is the religious 
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service, the mass, sermon, 
benediction, while around 
church are booths, shops, a m 
go-round, swings, dancing in th 
ballroom, and fights. The dedigg. 
tion day is celebrated by eating 
and drinking everywhere, esp, 
cially at the parsonage. The Rp 
man Catholic Church providg 
religion for soul and stomach! — 
The church has great meri 
for drinking. The  greate 
amount of beer has been brewaj 
in convent breweries. At & 
Thomas, in Prague, right next 
the church, the Augustinigy 
Fathers brewed St. Thomag 
beer. The Maltese friars 
Motole brewed Maltesian beer, 
The Crusade friars brewed Cry. 
sade beer. Next to the sacristy 
was a bar. On the beer glasge 
was a cross. So, holding the sym. 
bol of the cross, men drank and 
gambled. Here was a renowned 
table of snuff-takers, whose pre 
ident was Capuchin monk P. 
Anselm. Before taking seats 
around the table, everyone would 
take out his tobacco box and sing 
together, “Be happy, my nose, 
Tobacco is here; rejoice, my little 
snout, you get some tobacco.” 
The Dominican friars brewed 
beer at Bysocany and at Branik. 
The Premonstratensians brewed 
beer at Strahov, and the Benedic- 
tines at Slovany. The archbishop 
had on his estates a number of 
breweries and distilleries. The 
Capuchin monks brewed whis 
key called Capuchin Balm, good 
for the stomach, heart, throat, 
lungs, and probably good also for 
boots. (The present Communist 
government has nationalized all 
this church property and sent the 
monks and nuns home to be em- 
ployed in more useful work.) 
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HISTORY SPEAKS 








The shallowness of Roman 
Catholic morality is easily proved 
by Czech history. The age of 
Charles the Fourth is considered 
the ideal for today’s Catholics. 
They call it “the golden age of 
the father of this country.” Yes, 
for the church it was a golden 
age. Charles IV enriched the 
church and built a number of 
convents, chapters, and parishes. 
Then he brought to Prague holy 
relics from the whole world, his 
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jfea being to make Prague a 
gcond Rome. 

Now, everyone would expect 
that a nation so religious, with 
# many priests, churches, 
qosses, and relics, would be pious 
gad moral. And what happened? 
fverywhere there were crosses, 
plics, saints, and with them 
moral degradation. Charles IV at 
the end of his life appealed to 
preachers to preach against this 
degradation of morals. Konrad 
Waldhauser, Milic of Kromeriz, 
and Matej of Janov preached 
pldly from pulpits against the 
jw state of morality among 
priests and laymen. And the holy 
mother-church sold indulgences 
to sinning people! A nation truly 
Catholic, and at the same time 
immoral! How can this set of 
circumstances be harmonized? 

By Catholicism is meant blind 
faith, spiritual torpidity, ritual- 
ism, and darkness! Roman Ca- 
tholicism kills the conscience of 
individuals and nations. Roman 
Catholicism leads to spiritual 


bondage. The principle of the 
Gospel, on the other hand, leads 
to liberty, culture, progress. 


THE PRIDE OF BOHEMIA 


When the Czech nation re- 
nounced Rome in the fifteenth 
century, it clung to John Hus, to 
Christ, and at once the situa- 
tion was changed. The nation 
was changed, the women were 
changed, the mothérs were 
changed, the children were 
changed! Eneas Sylvius wrote 
about Hussite women that they 
knew the Holy Scriptures better 
than the Roman Catholic priests. 
Those women were well read, 
educated, and enlightened. 

And what kind of men did they 
bring up? From the clean soul of 
Peter Chelcicky to John Amos 
Comenius, a great number of 
clean, consecrated men and wom- 
en were raised. Think of the 
small Unity of Brethren! How 
much they meant to our nation! 
Her schools, literature, and the 
Bible are the pride of Czech his- 
tory. With them the Czech nation 
lived and with them the nation 
died on White Mountain, when 
the Roman Catholic Austrian and 
Bavarian armies conquered the 
Czech Protestants in 1620. 
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What a clean conscience the 
Czech Brethren had! They were 
ready to sacrifice everything for 
the truth. Think of Comenius! 
He became a blessing not only to 
the Czech nation, but to the whole 
world. Wherever he went he car- 
ried progress, civilization, edu- 
cation. Therefore, the Roman 
Church drove him out, because 
wherever Rome comes she brings 
religious darkness, superstition, 
and superficial morality. When 
Rome and the Hapsburg dynasty 
broke up the Unity of Brethren, 
at once the whole nation was 
changed—her women, her char- 
acter, her religion, her morality. 


AFTER DEFEAT, 
DEGRADATION 


Notice the change in the Czech 
nation since it was defeated on 
White Mountain, November 8, 
1620. The women no longer knew 
the Bible better than the Catholic 
priest; they no longer raised 
Hussites, and Czech Brethren. 
From that time on, the Roman 
Church raised superstitious wom- 
en who loved _ pilgrimages, 
dressed wooden dolls represent- 
ing the Virgin Mary, and raised 
a superstitious nation. 

The clericalists say, “Let us 
have Roman Catholic schools and 
you will see what kind of nation 
we shall raise!’ But the Roman 
Catholic Church had schools in 
her hands for a number of cen- 
turies. What kind of schools were 
they? The teachers had a mini- 
mum of education, and in addi- 
tion were often church organists 
and fiddlers. As a people they 
lacked self-consciousness, while 
at the same time they were very 
religious, kissing the priests’ 
hands. 

And the Czech men had two 
souls, two hearts, two faces. They 
loved Hus and, at the same time, 
Nepomuk, Comenius and Balbin; 
Ziska and Palacky. Do we not 
trace this education in the intel- 
ligent people to this day? Rome 
poisoned the character of Czech 
men and put to sleep the Czech 
conscience for centuries. 

In place of the religion which 
Christ taught and which should 
influence the whole life, and in 
place of the Gospel which is the 
power of God unto salvation, 


Rome gave the people a religion 
of formality and ceremonies, 
beautiful churches in the baroque 
style, enchanting, miracle-work- 
ing statues and pictures, gor- 
geous clerical costumes, the Latin 
mass, pompous cloaks and dal- 
matics, drifts and surplices, fra- 
grance, frankincense, and lovely 
stained-glass windows—all of 
which merely covers up the 
emptiness of faith of the Roman 
Catholic Church. 


“SILENCE IS GOLDEN” 


The light of the Gospel is re- 
placed by wax candles: the feach- 
ing of Jesus Christ which is the 
fountain of the water of life is 
replaced by miraculous Marian 
springs. Neither the Bible, nor 
Jesus Christ, but rather the 
priest is the leader of the people. 
The priest sacrifices, prays, and 
thinks for the people and the 
people obey. Instead of religion 
for the soul and the life, Rome 
provides a religion for the eyes, 
ears, nose, and even the stomach 
(as in celebrations, pilgrimages, 
and carnivals). 

In place of John Hus, Rome 
put up the saint John Nepomuk. 
The bent, twisted figure of Saint 
Nepomuk with his finger on his 
mouth is a symbol of Czech man 
after he was defeated on White 
Mountain. What does that finger 
on the mouth mean? “Man, be 
silent. Do not speak, do not think, 
do not reason; humbly believe!” 
In the schools, children were 
taught this proverb: “Silence is 
golden, speaking silver.” 

In this spirit fostered by the 
schools of Rome, the Czech nation 
grew for three hundred years. 
This is the reason for so much 
spiritual backwardness. This is 
why the Czech nation struggled 
with Rome so earnestly. Truly, 
it was a struggle between two 
religions: Rome’s and Christ’s; 
between two men, a Roman and 
a Czech. Rome won on White 
Mountain, and the nation was re- 
duced to submission and was 
enslaved spiritually and morally. 

Then it was that the Jesuits 
sang triumphant hymns about 
the nation of Hus: “Dear was 
the Virgin Mary to the Czechs 
and dear are the Czechs to the 

(Continued on page 12) 
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of our modern novelists, puts into 
the mouth of one of his charae 
ters a similar thought in the 
words, “The world has been too 
Dr. Clarence W. Kerr, preacher, scholar, leader among Presbyterians, many for me.” 
holds the influential pastorate of a church once rated as the sixth greatest in These sayings strike a respon 
the country. Dr. Kerr’s loyalty to the sacred ministry of the Gospel has over sive cord in many breasts. Many 
the years drawn people from all faiths and denominations to the Glendale are the people today, burdened 
Presbyterian Church, which, since he became pastor, has grown to a member- With the things of life, who say ia 
ship of well over three thousand. heart, “The world is too much 
Like the householder “which bringeth forth out of his treasure things with us”; “The world has beet 
new and old,” Dr. Kerr has faithfully expounded the Word of God, providing = yo for ‘ae They feel that 
inspiration and spiritual food for Bible scholars and laymen alike. He has also : hs eh re ~~ orld a 
written dramatic stories for church production which have met with great ce era . ae 


h : : 
success and is the author of several books, the latest being Questions that life. ee eee 


Must Be Answered. : 
Dr. Kerr has held a number of important posts within and without his an nana Oe pee 


own denomination, including the office of Moderator of the Los Angeles been stated with greater convie 
Presbytery. He has earned the respect and admiration of all who have been tion and distress by the author of 
privileged to know him personally and through the ministry of the written our text. His name was John. He 
word. had been with Jesus in the most 
intimate of fellowship. At the 
time of this writing he was very 
OVE not the world, neither the One of the greatest of the Eng- old. His passion was that people 
things that are in the world. lish poets of the last century was come to know Jesus by faith and 
If any man love the world, the William Wordsworth. Among his thus be saved by Him. His heart 
love of the Father is not in him. very choice writings is a sonnet was filled with love for people 
For all that is in the world, the beginning with the words, “The According to records of John’s 
lust of the flesh, and the lust of world is too much with us.” Init late ministry in the city of Ephe 
the eyes, and the pride of life, is he laments the way in which hu- sus, when he was no longer able 
not of the Father, but is of the manity lays waste its powers in to walk to the pulpit, he would be 
world. And the world passeth getting and spending, thus losing carried to it. There with arms 
away, and the lust thereof: but he appreciation for the beauties of outstretched toward and over the 
that doeth the will of God abideth nature and for other things truly people he would say, “Little chit 
for ever.” (1 John 2: 15-17) worth while. A later writer, one dren, love one another.” 


by CLARENCE W. KERR, D.D. 
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| In this epistle written by John 
"|e sense his distress over the fact 
“Bhat so many people were caring 
‘fo much for the world. The 
“fyorld was being too much with 
“fthem, and too many for them. 
their love of the world and 
goridly things, John felt and 
mew, was depriving them of the 
Hest things in this life and in the 
fife to come. Therefore, he cries 
But to people, including us, “Love 
not the world, neither the things 
that are in the world.” 


WHAT ABOUT 
“THE WORLD"’? 


First of all, we do well to ask 
wrselves the question, Of what is 
he thinking when he speaks of 
“world”? Certainly it requires 
some definition. 

We do not think that he is 
speaking of the natural world, 
made by Almighty God. The Bible 
presents to us God’s handiwork in 
a beautiful manner—the sun and 
the stars, the rivers, the valleys 
and hills, the mountains, the 
birds, the flowers, the tinted sky, 
the clouds. The writer would not 
have us stifle the thrill of soul 
upon viewing the beauties of 
God’s creation. “The heavens de- 
dare the glory of God, and the 
frmament sheweth His handy- 
work.” 

Neither do we believe that he 
is using the word “world” as 
Jesus used it in speaking to Nico- 
demus: “For God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” That 
is the world of people, whom God 
loves and longs to save, and whom 
we also are to love and long to 
save. 

It is apparent that John is 
speaking of something that is not 
of the Father; i.e., that the Fa- 
ther does not approve of and does 
not want to be a part of the life 
of His children. He is speaking 
of something that violates the will 
of God and separates people from 
God. He is speaking of the works 
of the devil expressed in and by 
human sin. As we read these 
verses we find three categories of 
things and activities displeasing 
unto God and cried out against 
by John. 
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Fs:, we note the expression, 

“the lusts of the flesh.” The 
word lust here means more than 
desire; it means improper desire, 
unholy desire. The flesh has many 
desires. It desires food in order 
to live, and that is proper. It de- 
sires drink in order not to famish, 
and that is right. It desires that 
emotional and nervous satisfac- 
tion that under God enters into 
the processes that issue in addi- 
tions to the human family and the 
bringing of lives into a holy, mar- 
ital oneness. 


But how prone humanity is to 
allow holy desires to become un- 
holy, selfish, sinful, and contrary 
to God. All over the world today 
and throughout history there is a 
traffic in virtue. It is promoted by 
unholy desire and often by finan- 
cial greed, linked to.the things of 
the flesh. It underlies much of the 
divorce problem of today—cer- 
tainly not all, but much. It is seen 
in the records of juvenile delin- 
quency. 

Another evidence of the lust of 
the flesh is seen in the narcotic 
evil, the greatest of which is the 
intemperate use of alcohol. We do 
well to get excited about the drug 
habit and the drug peddler seek- 
ing out the youth and the frus- 
trated. But the drug habit that is 
hurting our life far more than 
marijuana or heroin is that of 
alcohol. Everywhere we see evi- 
dences of a more or less unbridled 
thirst for it: people drinking un- 
til they become unconscious, and 
rising to drink some more; drink- 
ing and deliberately driving cars 
and endangering lives on every 
hand. 

Regardless of what we may 
think of drinking, the Bible con- 
demns intemperance and drunken- 
ness repeatedly and in the strong- 
est language, saying definitely 
that no drunkard shall inherit the 
kingdom of God. Note, please, 
that I am quoting the Bible. Much 
preferable, in my judgment, to 
temperance in the beverage use of 
alcohol is total abstinence, always 
in the spirit of fine courtesy and 
never with the boorishness that 
makes the thought of abstinence 
specially objectionable to some 
people. Honest conviction is usu- 
ally respected, but boorishness is 
not. 


We need to realize that hunger 
and thirst for that which is all 
right can be carried to the ex- 
treme. Often we hear people say, 
“That person would rather eat 
than do anything else.” Alas, it 
seems often to be very true. Some 
people like to eat so well that they 
cannot attend church because it 
will make their meal late. Some 
like to eat so well that they take 
God’s money for food that they do 
not need. It is all the lust of the 
flesh. All proper fleshly desires 
can be carried too far and exer- 
cised sinfully. 


WE NOTE NEXT the expression 

“the lust of the eyes” as be- 
ing something that is also con- 
trary to God. It means the un- 
holy desire of the eyes to see that 
which is contrary to God. Do you 
realize that thousands of maga- 
zines are trucked throughout the 
country because they cannot be 
sent through the mails? And why 
can they not? Because they are 
made up of pictures and stories 
that pander to the sordid, the un- 
holy, the lustful and sinful. But 
why do people buy them? Because 
of the lust of the eyes. 


Many of our popular maga- 
zines, in my judgment, come just 
as close as they can to this sort of 
sordid display without being 
banned by the mails. They run 
pictures in the name of art, dis- 
covery, and education in order to 
make a shield for pandering to 
the lust of the eyes. Some clothes 
styles exist because there is so 
much “lust of the eyes” in the 
world. Many people so desire to 
have the things they see that they 
spare no effort, not even a dis- 
honest effort, in order to have 
them. Like Achan of old many 
can tell of their downfall with the 
words, “I saw—I coveted —I 
took.” 


ANOTHER expression found here 

is “the pride of life.” How 
proud many people are, stooping 
to almost any kind of sin rather 
than give up their pride. Many 
years ago a popular book and film 
bore the title, “One Foot in Heav- 


” 
. 


en.” It makes me think of an 
expression I heard one person 
make about another and his pride 
in something he was doing: “He 
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wouldn’t trade that for a seat in 
heaven.” 

The psalmist’s faith was shak- 
en when he saw the prosperity of 
the wicked. He saw the wicked 
spreading themselves like green 
bay trees. Pride was about them 
as a chain. Many people are so 
busy with pride, keeping up with, 
and passing, the Joneses, we 
would say, that God is neglected, 
the church is neglected, and even 
common honesty and decency are 
neglected. 

All of these three things, “the 
lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life,” 
are of the sinful world, the devil- 
centered world, of which John is 
writing. They are contrary to 
God, but many people love them 
and rush pell mell after them by 
day and by night—especially 
nights and week ends—to the 
neglect of Christ, the church, and 
their own souls. It was true in 
John’s time and is true in ours. 
And so John cries out, “Love not 
the world, neither the things that 
are in the world.” 


CHANGE AND DECAY 


Having noted now what it was 
he had in mind, let us ask the next 
question: Why, in John’s mind— 
enlightened, of course, by life 
with Jesus and by Jesus’ Spirit 
abiding in him through the years 
—would he have the individual 
not love the things of the world? 
This is important to note. Why? 

First, the individual cannot 
love the things of the world and 
love the Father, John says. Note 
his words, “If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is 
not in him.” Now, that is serious. 
Jesus had already said, “Ye can- 
not serve God and mammon.” 

The old saying, “You cannot 
have your cake and eat it, too,” 
calls our attention to a mutually 
exclusive alternative. I can have 
the cake or I can eat it, but not 
both. Similarly, I can love Ged or 
I can love the world and the 
things of the world, but I cannot 
do both. Let’s not be so foolish as 
to say, “God doesn’t know; I can 
do both.” No, you cannot. John 
knew that salvation was by faith 
in Jesus Christ and that true, sav- 
ing faith in Jesus Christ meant 
and means love for God. If I do 
not have love for God, I do not 
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have saving faith. They go to- 
gether. 


Christ said that love is the ful- 
filling of the law. John rings the 
changes upon love—love for God 
and love for fellowmen. God com- 
mands love—love for Him, the 
triune God, first and most, then 
love for others. I cannot love Him 
and be saved while loving the 
things of the world. I must 
choose. Whether I want to or not, 
I do choose. Not to choose God is 
to choose the world. 


ECOND, if the individual loves 

the things of the world, then 
that individual is tying himself to 
something that is passing rather 
than enduring. John says, “And 
the world passeth away, and the 
lust thereof; but he that doeth 
the will of God abideth forever.” 
The hymn writer has said, 
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“Change and decay in all around 
I see.” Everything visible and 
tangible is in the process of pass- 
ing away. The flesh returns to 
dust. Everything about the flesh 
that tingles with satisfaction to- 
day will in that near tomorrow be 
as unmoved thereby as is a block 
of wood or a stone. Lust, desire, 
passes away. All earthly things, 
all things of the flesh are on the 
way out, and soon. 


But God endures, and he who 
does the will of God is bound to 
God with imperishable cords of 
love and will endure forever with 
God. That one will live forever, 
and thrive forever, and always be 
having holy desires satisfied. He 
who does the will of God by faith 
in Jesus Christ will live with God 
forever. That is God’s desire for 
the individual. That is why Christ 
died for the individual. To re- 
spond to that love and do the 
Divine will should be our burning 
desire. 
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VICTORY THROUGH FAITH 


One important question re 
mains: How can we overcome the 
world? 

“The world is too much with 
us,” we say in sorrow and they 
add, “But I am powerless to 
myself. I try, but it still holds me 


to itself. I even pray, but it does 


not seem to help. I am overcome 
by the world.” Are any of yoy 
saying that today? Then liste, 


because John has the answer for §i 


you: “And this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our 
faith.” 

You say, “Faith is the victory? 
I do not understand. I thought 
faith was a conviction, a sense of 
certainty, a knowing.” Well, you 
are right. But that is victory— 
victory over doubt, over fear, over 
the devil. Yes, faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, real commitment to 
Him, is the victory. 

There was a time when Jesus’ 
brethren did not believe in Him. 
They had their doubts. Then they 
came to the place where they be 
lieved in Him, they had faith 
And their faith was victory over 
their doubts. There was a time 
when the disciple Thomas did not 
believe in Christ’s resurrection. 
He doubted it. Then we find him 
believing the fact. His faith was 
victory over his doubts. 

You and I need a triumphant, 
victorious faith in Jesus Christ 
as the Son of God and Saviour of 
the world and the One who alone 
can and will save us as we come 
to Him penitently and believingly. 
We can have that faith. How? 
Faith, we are told, cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God. It is the path to faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

Humble, persisting prayer to 
God for faith in His Son will 
bring that faith. Such praying is 
the way to that victorious faith. 
And then the way to still more 
faith is really to use all the faith 
we have. Thus we can have faith 
and more faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Such faith in us will over- 
come the world through us and 
by us and for us and will inspire 
and enable us to be obedient to 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Master 
of life. Then, though the world 
passéth away, we shall and will 
abide forever. END 
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After 400 Years 
of Catholicism 


In Documentation Catholique, 
father Prudencio Damboriena, 
4 J., a professor in the Gregorian 
{niversity in Rome, presents 
gme chastening thoughts about 
the religious scene in Latin Amer- 
ica. 

In 1903 there were in all that 
ast region 944 Protestant prose- 
ters; in 1911, there were 1,234; 
ip 1925, 2,107; in 1938, 2,414, in 
1952, 5,688. Estimates today put 
the number at 8,000. 


Father Damboriena is the first 
(atholic authority I have known 
who does not think that current 
fgures for the Protestant popula- 
ton in the southern continent 
have been exaggerated. On the 
entrary, he thinks that they have 
been underestimated. 


In 1911, Protestantism in Latin 
America claimed 228,548 follow- 
rs; in 1952, the number was giv- 
m at 2,752,669. 


“We may admit,” writes Father 
Damboriena, “with the majority 
of South Americans who are 
conversant with the matter, that 
the Protestants succeed in making 
indifferent Catholics rather than 
sincere proselytes. Nevertheless, 
we should not fool ourselves. In 
South America there is being re- 
peated a phenomenon like that of 
Communism in Europe. Besides 
amass of indifferentists, who 
drift with any current, there is a 
hard corps of fanatics. The num- 
ber of native-born Protestant pas- 
tors is not less than 10,000.” 


Father Damboriena does not 
belittle Catholicity in Latin Amer- 
ica. He writes that “the masses 
are profoundly devout; they have 
adeep devotion to Mary; they re- 
spect the priest; they revere the 
Pope. The clergy and the Hier- 
archy have shown, even in the 
most trying times, an uncondi- 
tional loyalty to the Holy See. The 
Blessed Eucharist, as our Eucha- 
tistic Congresses have shown, is 
another great devotion of our 
countries. The family itself, not- 
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‘Nevertheless, it would take a 
Moral miracle to preserve a 
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healthy religious life in a region 
where 100,000 communities have 
no priest, and where, in 40,000 
villages that do have churches, 
the church is closed. God, as Fa- 
ther Damboriena remarks, is not 
obliged to renew miracles con- 
tinually. 

Latin America has at present 
35 per cent of the world’s Catho- 
lics. Populationwise, it is the 
fastest-growing sector of the 
world. Hence it is hardly possible 
to exaggerate the seriousness of 
the religious picture in this area. 
There are, however, favorable 
factors, which Father Dambori- 
ena brings out. In the long run, 
they should prevail. 


(Roman Catholic newspaper) 


Smuggling in 
High Places 


The January issue of the 
Churchman’s Magazine of Lon- 
don, Eng., by photograph and 
word discloses that apparently in 
a surreptitious manner a crucifix 
“of foreign origin” was placed 
at the head of the bed which 
Queen Victoria had used during 
her lengthy visits to Osborne 
House on the Isle of Wight, be- 
fore that stately mansion was 
thrown open to the public after 
fifty years. The rooms were sup- 
posed to be exactly as they were 
in Victoria’s day. 

The picture of the bedroom, 
with the crucifix clearly visible, 
was published in one of the best 
known English illustrated peri- 
odicals and it resulted in a flow 
of inquiries from many quarters, 
including the Dominions. 

To many it seemed strange that 
one who was known as a strong 
evangelical Protestant should 
have this emblem at the head of 


her bed, particularly as the cap- 
tion of the published picture in- 
dicated that the bedroom was “as 
Queen Victoria left it at her 
death.” 

The outcome was that in reply 
to an inquiry on the matter, the 
following letter from the Minis- 
try of Works of Great Britain 
was received by the Churchman’s 
Magazine, which published it as 
follows: 

“Dear Sir: The House Gover- 
nor of Osborne House has passed 
to me your letter of 11th of Octo- 
ber about photographs of private 
apartments at Osborne House. 

“The private apartments had 
been closed for fifty years and 
when they were opened for 
photographs to be taken a cruci- 
fix of foreign origin was found 
there and was therefore photo- 
graphed. 

“Subsequent investigation, with 
the object of restoring the bed- 
room to the state in which it was 
at the moment of Queen Vic- 
toria’s death, brought it to light 
that the crucifix was a recent 
addition, and it was therefore 
removed from the apartment be- 
fore it was opened to the public.” 

There is no indication as to who 
put the emblem there and at 
whose authority. It would be 
interesting to know this, for it 
looks like an audacious attempt 
to use Queen Victoria in order to 
popularize emblems that are dis- 
tinctly of Roman and Anglo- 
Roman significance. 


The Sentinel, March 1, 1956 


As the Gentiles Do 


by SIVERT ERDAHL 


A modern fable for the Month of Mary, complete with moral, 


Once upon a time, and not so long ago as one 
might think, a beggar in the worst kind of rags came 
up to a rich man’s door to ask for something to eat. 
He held in his left hand two tin cans, one of them 
full of small pebbles, but the other one empty. 

As the rich man opened the door, the beggar said, 
“How do you do! You’re a wonderful man. Give me 
something to eat.” And as he said this, he took with 
his right hand a pebble out of the full can and 
dropped it into the empty one. Thereupon, without 
pausing, he repeated, “How do you do! You're a 
wonderful man. Give me something to eat.” And this 
he said over again, not once only but one hundred 
and fifty times, each time moving a pebble from one 
can to the other, so that at last the can which had 
been full was empty and the one which had been 
empty was full. While doing this he no doubt medi- 
tated upon all the sandwiches and doughnuts, with 
coffee, that the rich man would give him. 

Throughout all this time, the rich man stood there 
listening to the beggar, and with the greatest amaze- 
ment he observed his strange behavior. At first he 
took him to be a poor unfortunate who had lost his 
mind; but then he began to think that the man was 
impudently making sport of him. “Wait here a 
minute,” he said therefore, “until I come back.” 
With this he closed the door, and in the dining- 
room, pulling a cord, he tapped a bell which sum- 
moned two of his servants. 

As he returned to the beggar, the servants came, 
and the rich man said to them, “Take this miserable 
wretch and put him in close confinement. I will let 


you know in due time what is to be done with him.” 
And the servants took him and did as directed. 

Now the rich man sat down, and after a little he 
began to think thus: “What if it be so, after all, that 
this poor beggar is bereft of a sound mind? How 
much those of us have to be thankful for who 
continue self-possessed to the end! I will pray that 
never may I suffer the evil of an unhinged reason.” 

So saying, he took out of his pocket a rosary, 
which he always carried with him; for he was a 
devout “faithful.” And this is the manner in which 
he prayed: 

“Holy Mary, full of grace! the Lord is with thee: 
blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is the 
fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our 
death. Amen.” 

As he said this prayer, he held the rosary in his 
left hand, and with his right he moved a bead. 
Having said the prayer once, he thereupon, without 
pausing, repeated the same words, and moved an- 
other bead. Nor did the man cease until finally he 
had made a repetition of the prayer one hundre? 
and fifty times, and with his hand had moved all the 
beads. While doing this he no doubt meditated upon 
the mysteries of his religion. 

We know what the rich man thought of the beg- 
gar. But what did God think of the rich man? Has 
God less common sense than we? 

Moral: “And in praying use not vain repetitions, 
as the Gentiles do: for they think that they shall be 
heard for their much speaking.” 


The Snare 

(Continued from page 7) 
Virgin Mary.” The Czech nation 
became a nation of Holy Moun- 
tain pilgrims. 


THE HANGMAN’S NOOSE 


The history of the Czech nation 
is best evidence that Rome was a 
mortal enemy of Bohemia. Rome 
prohibited Slavic divine services; 
Rome burned to death John Hus, 
Jerome of Prague, and thousands 
of others. Rome sent crusaders 
from all over Europe against the 
Czech nation. Rome hated Czech 
religious freedom, sent the Jesuits 
to Bohemia, and on White Moun- 
tain, together with the Hapsburg 
Dynasty, conquered the _ con- 
demned Czech nation in the name 
of Triumphant Virgin Mary. 

And then? With the assistance 
of Liechtenstein’s dragons, the 
Czech nation was forced into the 
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bosom of the self-redeeming Ro- 
man church by blood, hangmen, 
and force. Rome won—not by 
spirit, but by force. She drove 
into exile John Amos Comenius 
(the last bishop of the Unity of 
Brethren), drove out of the land 
the best sons of the nation, and 
then for three hundred years 
educated the Czech nation in the 
principles of the Jesuits .. . 

Let us return to the principles 
of Hus, Comenius, and the Czech 
Brethren. Former President Ma- 
saryk said, “We must return to 
reformation! Rome must be 
judged and condemned by Czech 
man.” Well, let us return to 
Christ! From the pope to the 
Lord Jesus! From the rosary to 
the Bible! Then we shall find 
truth and freedom and peace. 

The summit of clean Christi- 
anity was with the Unity of Czech 
Brethren. Let us return to the 


Biblical Christianity in whic 
they trusted. By doing this, we 
shall fulfill Comenius’ wish and 
prophecy about God’s reign and 
true freedom! 

I am concluding this writing 
with a fervent desire that the 
Holy Spirit might work also in 
the Roman Catholic Church, and 
that Christ might gain the vice 
tory by His Spirit. What is 
impossible with men is possible 
with God. The true church o 
Jesus Christ is invisible. Only the 
Lord Jesus knows her members. 
I believe that also in the Roman 
Catholic Church are _ potential 
members of this invisible chureh 
of Jesus Christ. The Lord can 
give a spiritual awakening in this 
church if He is pleased to do 
May that day soon come, and may 
the time come when, according 
to the promise, there shall bh 
“one fold and one Shepherd.” 
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CANDLE O 
THE MONT 


On May 31, the first 
Thursday after Trinity 
Sunday, Roman Catho- 
lics will observe Corpus 
Christi, a special festival 
in which the Body of 
Christ is worshiped. 


L 


by FRANCIS J. KIEDA 


“Take, eat; this is my body.” 
From these simple words 
the Roman Church has created the whole structure 
of the Mass and the dogma of 
the incomplete sacrifice of Christ. 
The thin round wafer 
which represents His body in a repeated sacrifice 
becomes a veritable god, 
which is duly honored once a year. 


E CENTER of the Roman During the festival of Corpus 
Catholic Mass and of Catholic Christi, the host, which is be- 
devotion is not a prophet, as in lieved to be the real body of 
the case of Mohammedanism, or Christ after the act of consecra- 
a emperor, as in the case of the tion in the Mass, known as 
pre-war Japanese, or a multitude transubstantiation, is elevated, 
of deities, as in the case of the adored, and then carried in pro- 
acient Greeks and Romans, or cession. 
wen an all-powerful God, as in Transubstantiation, or the dog- 
the case of the evangelical Chris- ma that the substance of the 
ans—but rather a little round bread and of the wine is changed, 
Wafer, called the host, or Eu- respectively, into the body and 
charist. blood of our Lord, became an 
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article of faith at the Lateran 
Council (Rome) in 1215. The 
Council of Trent in the sixteenth 
century published this doctrine 
anew in the following words: 

“If anyone denies that in the 
sacrament of the Most Holy Eu- 
charist are contained truly, really 
and substantially the body and 
blood together with the soul and 
divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and consequently the whole 
Christ, but say that He is in it 
only as in a sign, or figure or 
force, let him be anathema. 

“If anyone says that in the 
sacred and holy sacrament of the 
Eucharist the substance of the 
bread and wine remains conjoint- 
ly with the body and blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and denies 
that wonderful and_ singular 
change of the whole substance of 
the bread into the body and the 
whole substance of the wine into 
the blood, the appearances only 
of bread and wine remaining, 
which change the Catholic Church 
most aptly calls transubstantia- 
tion, let him be anathema.” 


ORIGIN OF THE FEAST 


External formalities and cele- 
brations were particularly wide- 
spread throughout the diocese of 
Liege, Belgium. Julienne, or 
Saint Juliana, as she is called in 
the Church of Rome, prioress of 
a convent at Mont Cornillon near 
Liege from 1222 to 1258, was 
supposed to have had a vision in 
which it was revealed to her that 
a festival in honor of the Sacra- 
ment of the Body of our Lord be 
instituted. The clergy were en- 
thusiastic over the idea, and sub- 
sequently, Robert de Torote, 
bishop of Liege, established such 
a feast in his diocese in 1246. 

When Jacob Pantaleon, arch- 
deacon of Liege, became Pope as 
Urban IV, he extended the cele- 
bration of the feast to the entire 
church in 1264. However, the bull 
of Urban IV entitled “Transi- 
turus,” of September 8, 1264, 
mentions nothing about a theo- 
phoric procession and exposition 
(or display) of the host for ado- 
ration. 

According to some accounts, 
the hasty proclamation of Urban 
IV was influenced by a purported 
miracle. When a certain priest, 
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while performing the sacrifice of 
the Mass in St. Catherine’s 
Church at Bologna, experienced 
doubts as to the truth of the 
teaching regarding transubstan- 
tiation, the host started to bleed 
and soak through the corporal 
into the marble of the altar. The 
Catholic Encyclopedia describes 
the corporal as “a square white 
linen cloth, now usually some- 
what smaller than the breadth of 
an altar, upon which the Sacred 
Host and chalice are placed dur- 
ing the celebration of the Mass.’” 
It is called “Corporal” from the 
Latin word corpus meaning 
“body,” since, according to Cath- 
olic belief, the “body” of Christ 
rests upon it. 

In the year 1311, Pope Clement 
V published the bull of Urban IV 
at the Council of Vienne. But the 
special procession, in which the 
host was to be carried, was actu- 
ally established by Pope John 
XXII, successor of Clement V. 


POMP AND PAGEANTRY 


In time, the feast gained im- 
mense popularity and was cele- 
brated with fabulous pageantry. 
Princes and kings, magistrates of 
cities, and members of trade and 
craft guilds participated in the 
processions. Miracle-plays and 
mysteries accompanied the Cor- 
pus Christi festival and sacer- 
dotal power was exalted to a 
high degree. What a_ spectacle 
was created after the Restoration 
in France when King Louis 
XVIII walked through the streets 
of Paris in procession, carrying 
a lighted candle! 

When the reformers rejected 
the doctrine of transubstantia- 
tion, the suppression of the feast 
of Corpus Christi followed suit. 
Luther was the first to abolish it 
—though he maintained his own 
personal concept of Christ’s pres- 
ence in the Lord’s Supper—for 
he considered the festival to be 
most harmful of all the feasts 
observed in his day. 

According to the Encyclopedia 
Britannica, “the procession on 
Corpus Christi became, as it 
were, a public demonstration of 
Catholic orthodoxy against Prot- 
estantism and later against reli- 
gious Liberalism. In most coun- 
tries where religious opinion is 
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sharply divided the procession of 
Corpus Christi is therefore now 
forbidden, even when Catholi- 
cism is the dominant religion.” 

The Code of Canon Law enu- 
merates the Feast of Corpus 
Christi among the Feasts of pre- 
cept (i.e., as obligatory: in other 
words, Catholics must attend 
Mass under pain of committing 
mortal sin, unless a valid reason 
excuses them) of the church uni- 
versal. “If in any place any of 


SPECIAL NOTICE 


A year ago with the inception of 
= our size magazine we begans 
: mailing the CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
= magazine without an envelope. Very § 
3 few of our readers questioned . this § 
3 move; in fact, many encouraged us. 
: However, whenever someone requested 
= that the magazine be sent in an en- 
= velope, we complied with the request, 
of course. 

Recently in response to a letter sent § 
out to some of our subscribers who had § 
® failed to renew their subscriptions, ai 
= number remarked that the cause was § 
3 the lack of a wrapper or envelope. 

We sincerely hope that our readers § 
will not allow this to deter them from = 
renewing, for a simple request will 5 
® bring the magazine in an envelope. 

Should you know of any of our friends § 

who have stopped their subscriptions § 
: bes this reason, please advise them that § 5 
3; we are happy to mail it to them in? 
= an envelope. Just request it when re- 
newing. 


Cordially yours, 


W. M. MONTANO 
Editor 


these feasts have been lawfully 
abrogated or transferred, no 
change should be made without 
consulting the Holy See.’”” 

The Third Plenary Council of 
Baltimore, 1884, abrogated the 
Feast of Corpus Christi as of 
precept for the United States; 
and by an Apostolic Indult, No- 
vember 25, 1885, the solemniza- 
tion of this feast was transferred 
to the Sunday following, on 
which it is now celebrated for 
practical reasons.” 


THE PROCESSION 
OF CORPUS CHRISTI 


The Roman Ritual gives the 


rules for the procession: “The 
priest shall first celebrate the 
Mass, in which he shall conse- 
crate two Hosts, and after having 
consumed one, he shall place the 


other, which is to be carried j 
the procession, in the Ostensop 
ium (Monstrance: receptacle 
shaped like the sun) in such a way 
that it may be seen by the people 
through the crystal with which 
the Monstrance is furnished.” 

Regarding the custom of halt. 
ing and imparting the benedie. 
tion during the procession, g 
Decree of the Sacred Congrega. 
tion of Rites (nr. 2609) rules the 
following: “The very ancient 
custom may be followed in such 
a manner, however, that at least 
the Rule of the Ceremonial be 
observed, namely, that the hal 
be not made nor the benediction 
imparted at every altar that is 
erected outside the church, but 
only one or the other time; the 
altars erected along the line of 
procession should be suitably 
decorated and be previously in- 
spected by someone well acquaint- 
ed with ceremonies and author- 
ized by the Bishop.” 


ANCIENT SACRIFICIAL USE 
OF THE WAFER 


In ancient pagan cults, the 
round wafer was a symbol of 
Baal, or the Sun-god. Thin round 
cakes were also used on the pagan 
altars of Egypt.’ The prophet 
Jeremiah condemns the women 
of Judah for burning incense, 
pouring out drink-offerings, and 
offering cakes to the Queen of 
Heaven. (Jer. 44:19) 

The cakes represented the un- 
bloody sacrifice. Hislop says that 
“in. the fourth century, when the 
queen of heaven, under the name 
of Mary, was beginning to be 
worshipped in the Christian 
Church, this ‘unbloody sacrifice’ 
also was brought in. Epiphanius 
(Adversus Haereses, Vol. 1, p. 
1054) states that the practice of 
offering and eating it began 
among the women of Arabia; 
and at. that time it was well 
known to have been adopted from 
the Pagans. The very shape of 
the unbloody sacrifice of Rome 
may indicate whence it came. It 
is a small, thin, round wafer; and 
on its roundness the Church of 
Rome lays so much stress . . .” 
According to the Sacred Congre- 
gation of Rites (Decree of April 
26, 1834) the shape of hosts in 
the Latin Church must be round. 
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Pavis, an authority. in Moral 
Theology, declares that “the hosts 
for Mass should be clean, entire 
yd uncorrupted. If a soiled or 
yroken host is used, a grievous 
in of irreverence will be com- 
mitted, if the stain or fracture is 
onsiderable.”” 

The ancient satirist who ridi- 
gled the follies of Egyptian idol- 
ary in these words: “O holy 
gations, for whom these divini- 
ties grow in the gardens!” may 
well have exclaimed today: “O 
happy pontiff! O blessed papal 
fold, whose god grows in every 
ar of wheat, whose divinity is 
made by a baker and a priest, 
and then swallowed !’”" 


THE FLESH 
PROFITETH NOTHING 


The human body of Christ is 
in heaven; and as no material 
substance can be in two places at 
me time, or in a hundred thou- 
sand places at one time, the 
wafer-body of Christ is an im- 
position, a plain, unmitigated 
counterfeit. Its reception is not 
an act of faith, but a deed which 
rejects the Bible and abrogates 
common sense for an impious 


dogma never even conceived by 


the Holy Bible and certainly 
never intended to be believed by 
any soul using his God-given in- 
telligence. 

According to the Scripture, the 
Holy Spirit has the peculiar 
characteristic of being omni- 
present. The Psalmist wrote: 
‘Whither shall I go from Thy 
spirit? or whither shall I flee 
from Thy presence? If I ascend 
up into heaven, Thou art there: 
if 1 make my bed in hell, behold, 
Thou art there. If I take the 
wings of the morning, and dwell 
in the uttermost parts of the sea; 
wen there shall Thy hand lead 
me, and Thy right hand shall 
hold me.” (Ps. 139:7-10) 

The Holy Spirit was sent by 
Christ in a special way after His 
ascension to testify of Him. 
(John 15:26) and to dwell with- 
in His followers. “Know ye not,” 
Writes Paul, “. . . that the Spirit 
of God dwelleth in you?” (I Cor. 
3:16) There is no need for a 
Wafer, representing Christ, to be 
reserved only to the priesthood 
when the Holy Spirit, represent- 
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ing Christ—in a living way—is 
available to the whole community 
of believers. 

The whole structure of the 
Mass, and therefore of the Feast 
of Corpus Christi, collapses be- 
fore the fact of the words of 
Christ Himself. He who said, 
“Take, eat; this is My body” also 
said, “It is the spirit that quick- 
eneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: 
the words that I speak unto you, 
they are spirit, and they are life.” 
(John 6:63) 

Paul summed up the whole 
question of the sacrifice of our 
Lord when he wrote to the He- 
brews: Christ “needeth not daily, 
as those high priests, to offer up 
sacrifice, first for His own sins, 
and then for the people’s: for 
this He did once, when He offered 
up Himself.” (Heb. 7:27) “Nor 
yet that He should offer Himself 
often, as the high priest entereth 
into the holy place every year 
with blood of others; for then 
must He often have suffered since 
the foundation of the world: but 
now once in the end of the world 
hath He appeared to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
So Christ was once offered to 
bear the sins of many.” (Heb. 
9:25, 26, 28) 

How much more edifying it 
would be for Roman Catholics to 
honor Christ throughout the year 
by inviting His Spirit into their 
hearts and displaying the fruits 
of the Spirit than to seek to honor 
Him once a year by exhibiting a 
wafer representative of His body 
in a gala procession! 


*H. J. Schroeder, O.P., Canons and 
Decrees of the Council of Trent (St. 
Louis, 1941), p. 79. 

*The Catholic Encyclopedia (New 
York, 1913), Vol. IV, p. 386. 
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My Dear Child, 
My Very Heart 


“When I married after an un- 
happy childhood, I felt that a new 
life of joy would start for me, but 
after only one year I was left a 
widow with a little baby girl to care 
for. During the next six years I had 
a great struggle, working in different 
houses and out in the open fields, 
because I had no other means of 
support. I was willing to do anything 
for this little child whom I ‘loved 
beyond words. But the great fatigue 
and the cold of winter took their toll 
of my frail body, and one day I 
found myself in the Sanitarium of 
Lamia, suffering from tuberculosis. 
For two years now I have been 
separated from my dear child, my 
very heart. I had to leave her all 
alone in the streets. A kind woman 
took her in with her own children. 
but she is so poor herself she can 
barely manage to provide for her 
own. And how can my child find in 
a stranger the love of her mother? 
Feel with me in my pain and help 
me a little, so that I may be able to 
buy food and provide some clothes 
for my child. I can hardly write any 
more because my eyes are filled with 
tears and my heart is torn with grief. 
May God open your heart to answer 
the cry of a mother in desperation.” 


Soria SKONDRIANOU 


You need not feel helpless in the 
face of such abject need. Every little 
bit helps, and here are some sugges- 
tions: For $1.00 you can provide a 
20 Ib. surplus food package, for $6.00 
a clothing package, for $25.00 the 
medicine for her healing, and for 
$1.00 a Greek Bible for her salvation 
and comfort. As for the little child— 
wouldn’t you like to care for her? We 
are now inaugurating a program of 
home care for such children who 
cannot be admitted to institutions, 
but can be supported for only $15.00 
a month. How it would ease this 
mother’s heart to have her little one 
provided for. Let the love of Christ 
rescue this despairing little family 
through your compassionate gift. 
Write to the American Mission to 
Greeks, Inc., Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, 
General Secretary, P.O. Box 423, 
Dept. C, New York 36, New York. 
(In Canada write to 90 Duplex Ave., 
Toronto 7, Ontario.) 
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The Combo of St. Mary's 


The Servite Monastery (the 
Servites or Servants of Mary are 
a strict Order in the Church of 
Rome) in Chicago will be the 
scene of some lively jam sessions, 
for three jazz players have joined 
the Order. When one of them 
asked the director of vocations of 
the Servites whether a hot saxo- 
phonist could be accepted as a 
candidate for the lay brother- 
hood, the director replied with a 
grin: “My own hobby is jazz 
piano. Looks like you and I might 
have some good jam sessions to- 
gether here at the monastery.” 

And they have, reports Time. 
This is a far cry from the sup- 
posed purpose of a monastery— 
to provide a retreat from the 
world—and of monks—to re- 
nounce the world, the flesh, and 
the Devil in order to devote 
themselves to religious practices 
and meditation. 

St. Thomas Aquinas might get 
lost if he were to walk down 
Chicago’s Van Buren Street in 
search of a twentieth century 
monastery. 


Billy Graham Encounters Ban 
in Manila 


When Evangelist Billy Graham 
arrived in the Philippine Islands 
on February 11 to conduct a rally 
at Manila’s Rizal Stadium, Arch- 
bishop Rufino Santos warned 
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Catholics to steer clear of the 
rally, saying that Graham might 
direct them to make “wrong in- 
terpretations” of religious truths. 
The population of the Philippine 
Islands is estimated to be about 
eighty per cent Roman Catholic. 

Graham said that this was the 
first ban of its kind that he had 
encountered and added: “The 
Catholic Church has been ex- 
tremely friendly to me anywhere 
I have gone. This is the first time 
such a thing has beset me. One 
thing I admire very much is 
Christian tolerance. I respect the 
Archbishop’s conviction.” The 
evangelist went ahead with plans 
to conduct his rally at the 
stadium. 


Under Pressure 


A recent event exemplifies the 
hold priests have upon individual 
consciences. 

In New York last February 6, 
Monsignor Joseph Code con- 
strained Mrs. Lorelle Hearst, 
former wife of Publisher William 
Randolph Hearst, to drop shake- 
down charges against James C. 
Archer, a twenty-year-old pier 
baggageman, who demanded a 
“tip” in handling her baggage off 
a ship last October. 

Mrs. Hearst declared that the 
above-mentioned priest spent 
several hours in trying to per- 
suade her against her will to 
forget the charges against the 


young man and also to si 
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letter withdrawing them. 
continued to maintain, howevey, 
that the charges were true. 

Because the priest said tha 
the charges would ruin the y 
man’s future, Mrs. Hearst 
relented. But she said that wha 
she signed the letter, which th 
priest wrote, she told him the 
following: “Father, it’s very 
difficult for me to say no to you, 
I'll do it if you want me to, ba 
it’s not in my heart.” 

Other pressures were exerted, 
According to Mrs. Hearst, sever. 
al other persons, including 4 
woman newspaper columnist, 
Mrs. Helen Worden Erskine, were 
in on the session at Msgr. Code’s 
residence, at which she finally 
agreed to sign the letter. She algo 
declared that she was told that 
if she were not cooperative 
“Mrs. Erskine would write arti- 
cles lambasting me and bombard- 
ing me and they would go all 
over the country.” 
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Multiplication Table 


While one priest is in Italy 
reportedly choosing seventy-five 
young women who meet the bio 
psychological requirements of his 
planned farm nucleus, St. Boni- 
face’s Parish announces from 
San Francisco a collateral plan 
of its own. The plan is called “A 
Boost for Big Families.” This is 
a cooperative policy by which a 
couple for a nominal fee receives 
“at the birth of each child an im- 
pressive list of benefits.” 
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“Miracle of Icons" 
Claimed in Russia 


An astounding report of a 
sudden “rejuvenation” of ancient 
Russian icons was published ina 
Vatican weekly. These painted 
images “have returned to their 
original luster,” says the report, 
continuing that “scratched and 
broken pieces of wood have beet 
restored and tarnished and black 
ened metal surfaces have become 
clean and bright.” 

In just such a simple way does 
the machinery roll toward the 
desired “conversion” of Russia 
to Roman Catholicism, chief bur- 
den of the Virgin Mary at her 
alleged appearance at Fatima in 
1917. 
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City: a Nation? 


‘Speaking before the Italian 
Study Center for International 
Reconciliation, Valerio Cardinal 
Valeri stated on February 23 
that the Vatican State might 
gntribute more to world peace 
“f its voice were allowed to be 
heard more fully in great inter- 
national bodies.’”’ The cardinal’s 
talk was interpreted as a possible 
hint that the Vatican favors the 
plan of becoming a member of 
the United Nations. 

Among other things, he said 
that participation by the Vatican 
in international bodies would 
“offer to political men, responsi- 
ble for the gravest decisions, the 
fight of a universal message and 
the aid of experience of the cen- 
turies.” ” 


Justice Standeth Afar Off 


In a 6-1 decision, the Kentucky 
Court of Appeals legislated that 
Roman Catholic Sisters can teach 
in public schools even though 
they wear their religious garb. 
The tribunal also ruled that 
school boards may rent buildings 
from the Roman Catholic Church 
to conduct public schools. The 
Majority opinion, written by 
Judge Porter Sims, contained the 
following : 

“We find no provisions of the 
Federal or State Constitutions 
which are violated by sisters 
teaching while wearing a reli- 
gious garb, emblems, or in do- 
nating their salaries, or in the 
various school boards renting 
buildings from the Roman Catho- 
lic Church in which to conduct 
public schools.” 

About religious garb, Judge 
Sims said: “The garb does not 
teach. It is the woman within 
who teaches. The dress of the 
Sisters denotes modesty, un- 
worldliness, and an unselfish life. 

“Our General Assembly has 
not yet prescribed what dress a 
woman teaching in the public 
schools should wear, or whether 
she may adorn herself with a 
ting, button or other emblem 
signifying she is a member of a 
sorority.” 

Judge Astor Hogg in his dis- 
senting opinion stated: “Let 
these sisters when in the school 
exchange their religious raiment 
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and insignia for dress or gar- 
ment that is without distinctive 
suggestion and which, does not 
itself proclaim sectarianism in 
action, and I shall be the first to 
approve.” 

“Judgment is turned away 
backward, and justice standeth 
afar off: for truth is fallen in the 
street, and equity cannot enter.” 
(Is. 59:14) 


Seek and Ye Shall Find 


In France the Roman Catholic 
Church is seeking—and finding— 
seats for herself in parliament. 
In the January 2 elections, Canon 
Felix Kir, 79-year-old priest- 
journalist and mayor of Dijon, 
and Father Viallet, forty-five- 
year-old Social Republican, were 
both elected to the Chamber of 
Deputies, with Canon Kir filling 
the post of vice-dean. 

Thus by placing priests in 
governing positions, the Roman 
Church openly exemplifies her 
age-old attitude toward Church- 
State relations. 


You Be the Defendant 


The Vatican Sunday magazine 
Osservatore della Domenica in its 
February 4 issue said that Amer- 
ican Protestants go to church for 
“amusement” and are less con- 
cerned about religious doctrine 
than about parking facilities. 


The paper declared that the 
American Protestant “leaves 
home for a religious service and 
goes into the first church that 
doesn’t smell Catholic. 


“Protestantism is more and 
more losing its religious charac- 
ter... . Will Protestant union be 
possible? The majority do not 
hope for it, nor want it, nor be- 
lieve it realizable. 

“The average Protestants are 
people who look on Sunday for 
little amusement and prayer, 
who believe both in God and the 
usefulness of all doctrinal and 
ritual questions, who choose 
their churches on the basis of 
the personality of the pastor, the 
politeness of the usher, and ease 
of parking the car.” 

Though many evangelical Prot- 
estants would object to the Vati- 
can journal’s generalizations, it 
remains an essential fact that 





American Protestants do possess 
freedom of conscience and the 
right to choose their own church 
and worship as they please, for 
whatever reason. 


Behind the Purple Curtain 


The Evangelical Theological 
Seminary in Madrid, in existence 
for about ten years, was recently 
closed by the Spanish Govern- 
ment without any explanation 
for its action. 

A protest was lodged with the 
Ministry of Interior by Mr. 
Gutierrez Marin, president of 
the Spanish Evangelical Church, 
which was established in 1950 as 
a federation of Presbyterians, 
Congregationalists, Methodists 
and others. It was maintained 
that Article VI of the Spanish 
Constitution was violated, name- 
ly: “No one will be molested on 
account of his religion, creed, or 
the private practice of his cult.” 

Protests were directed also 
from outside Spain, and repre- 
sentatives were sent from the 
World Council of Churches at 
Geneva to investigate the situa- 
tion. The State Department in 
Washington received a _ report 
from Ambassador John Davis 
Lodge about the closing. 

The Spanish Government, after 
considering the matter, ordered 
the reopening of the seminary 
on February 29. 


Specter of Bigotry 


A Roman Catholic priest in 
Madison, Wisconsin, said recent- 
ly that Catholics could not help 
raise money for the Young Men’s 
Christian Association. 

Monsignor Edward M. Kinney, 
pastor of St. Raphael’s Cathe- 
dral, informed his parishioners 
that the YMCA is “a non-Catho- 
lic religious organization which 
bars Catholics from its govern- 
ing board.” 

Mr. Loran B. Cockrell, general 
secretary of the Madison YMCA, 
replied: “The YMCA does not 
bar Catholics from its governing 
board and at present has two 
Catholics on the board.” He also 
stated that the YMCA was a 
civic service and was not an or- 
ganization of faith or denomi- 
nation. 
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BOURRIER 


nineteenth 
century 
french 


reformer 


The recent revolt of Roman Catholic priests in France does not have 


For at the 


fresh roots. The rupture with Rome started long ago, 
and the French worker-priests who have in the past few 
years been thrown out of the Roman Catholic fold are 
simply the successors of another priest whose name 
could well be a symbol of spiritual freedom. 


turn of the century the echo of the resignation of the 
famous Abbe André Bourrier from the ranks of the 
French Catholic clergy resounded as a clarion of revolt 
against the recent Roman impositions of the dogmas of 
the Immaculate Conception (1854) and of the personal 
infallibility of the pope (1870). 


The conversion of Abbe Bourrier and his ensuing Evangelical preach- 


ing in Paris triggered a. chain reaction of defections 
among the French Catholic clergy. The publication of a 
paper edited by converted priests, Le Chretien Francais, 
undertaken by the dynamic Abbe in 1897, gave impetus 
to those priests who were still clinging to their church in 
spite of their doubts and questionings. The introductory 
words written by the famous Abbe for the first issue of 
the paper (later known as Le Chretien) coincides remark- 
ably with the observations of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


Abbe Bourrier, as a Roman Catholic priest, had set himself to fight 


Protestantism and possibly to eradicate it. But instead, 
he found Christ. Though little known in America, his 
work still rings with solemn echoes. His story, graphically 
recorded by John A. Bain in his book The New Reforma- 
tion, typifies the change that takes place when a Roman 
Catholic priest comes to Christ and exemplifies in con- 
temporary life the words of Paul, “I was not disobedient 
unto the heavenly vision.” 
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ANDRE BOURRIER was born af 

Marseilles in the year 1853 
His father was a merchant tailor 
who by hard work had wrought 
his way to a respectable compe. 
tence. His mother was a German 
Swiss. Both parents were devout 
Roman Catholics. 

In his early childhood they ded. 
icated their second child, André 
to the priesthood, and in his sey- 
enth year obtained his own con 
sent. With this goal in view, he 
was sent in his boyhood to a mon. 
astery to be educated and kept 
from the contaminating influence 
of the world. He grew up ear. 
nestly devoted to the calling to 
which he was set apart, and in 
due course was ordained priest 
at the age of twenty-three. 

A severe illness immediately 
after his ordination hindered his 
entrance on his work; but-as-soon 
as he had recovered he was sent 
to work in La Ciotat, a port not 
far from Marseilles, where the 
great steamship company, Mes. 
sageries Maritimes, had its large 
docks. Here he threw himself 
with the greatest earnestness into 
his work. He found that it was 
almost exclusively women that at- 
tended the Church, the men hold- 
ing aloof in utter unbelief. To 
gain them, he formed sodalities 
into which he strove to bring 
them. To overcome their unbelief, 
he brought lecturers to expound 
the principles of Romanism and 
to refute its opponents. But he 
found that their arguments had 
little effect on their hearers. So 
he determined to set himself to 
study at first hand the arguments 
of Protestants. 


To do this it was necessary 
that he should obtain permission 
to read the books on the Index, 
a permission which can be ob- 
tained only from the Pope direct. 
It happened that a brother-priest 
had occasion to travel to Rome, 
and Bourrier, who had meantime 
been transferred to Marseilles, 
was to act as locum tenens dur- 
ing his absence. To reward him 
for his kindness, his friend of 
fered to bring him some relic, 4 
saint’s tooth or a discarded cap of 
the Pope’s. But Bourrier asked 
him to bring him instead of these 
things, by which he had ceased 
to set much store, a written per 
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mission to read the forbidden 
yoks. His friend brought him 
the necessary parchment; but his 
bishop was in doubt as to the ef- 
fect it would have. “That parch- 
ment,” he said, “will be your de- 
¢ruction.” 

Bourrier continued to discharge 
his priestly functions with great 
gceptance. In 1877 he was 
prought to Marseilles as confessor 
to the Sacramentaires. Then in 
succession he was appointed au- 
monier, confessor to the novices 
of the Sisters of the Holy Name 
af Jesus, and to the “Dames ré- 
mies,” and afterwards curate in 
the most important churches in 
the city, Notre-Dame-du-Mont, 
Saint-Lazare, Saint-Ferreol, and 
fnally first curate in the pro- 
cathedral of St. Martin. 

During this time he was ac- 
quiring distinction as a preacher, 
and was to be heard, especially at 
the leading festivals, in the prin- 
cipal pulpits of Marseilles, even 
Protestant pastors not unfre- 
quently being among his audience. 
He was becoming popular also as 
aconfessor, the churches in which 
he heard confessions being fre- 
qently crowded with penitents. 
His business gifts were recog- 
nized in his being sent three times 
to Rome in connection with a di- 
yorce case in which some of the 
most important families of France 
were implicated. On the occasion 
of a visit to Paris he was invited 
to preach in Notre-Dame-aux-Vic- 
toires, one of the leading churches 
in the capital. 
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“| SHALL DEFEND 
THE GOSPEL"’ 


These are all proofs of the es- 
teem in which he was held and of 
the position which he was achiev- 
ing for himself in the Church. 
During these years of progress in 
the Church and of earnest study, 
Sebastian Faure, the anarchist, 
tame to Marseilles to challenge 
the clergy to discussion in open 
meetings. The bishop sent Bour- 
tier to the Théatre-Chave to con- 
trovert the notorious opponent of 
the Church. Before going, he said 
to the bishop, “I shall defend, not 
the Church, but the Gospel.” The 
reply was, “Go and shut the 
mouth of our enemies: that is all 
that is required.” He achieved an 
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unquestioned success. 

During these years he made 
eager use of the permission given 
him to read the books on the In- 
dex. He studied zealously the Bi- 
ble and Protestant theology, and 
the more he studied the more the 
conviction gained ground in his 
mind that Romanism was not the 
religion of Jesus. He saw more 
and more clearly the abuses and 
superstitions that prevailed in the 
Church of Rome. 

Bits of bone, the mortal re- 
mains of some “saint,” were put 
into his hands and he was to com- 
mend these to the faithful as ob- 
jects of their adoration. The love 
of money prevailed everywhere, 
and the blessings of the Church 
were everywhere sold. The Church 
of Rome forbids the marriage of 
cousins for fear of the disastrous 
consequences to the race if such 
marriages were allowed; but a 
few francs obtained the Church’s 
dispensation, and the disastrous 
consequences were thereby done 
away. 


FORMALISM AND 
SUPERSTITION 


His mind revolted against the 
confessional with its requirement 
that women and girls should con- 
fide to a young, unmarried priest 
their most secret thoughts. His 
intellect rose against the blas- 
phemy of the mass in which the 
priest commanded God to descend 
into the bread and wine, and 
against the illusion of an infal- 
lible pope; he was repelled by the 
bloody history of the Inquisition, 
which is still defended by the 
teachers of canon law in Rome. 
Wherever he turned he saw noth- 
ing but formalism and supersti- 
tion. 

The distress of his soul became 
daily greater. He sought every- 
where for light, willing to believe 
if possible that he was mistaken 
and the Church right. He went to 
Paris, to Geneva, to Rome, to Lou- 
vain, and interviewed those from 
whom he thought he might obtain 
light and guidance in his trouble; 
but from orthodox Roman Catho- 
lics he could obtain no deliverance 
from his doubts. Confessors to 
whom he opened his mind charged 
him with pride or scolded him as 
a fool. Proofs or comfort for 


which he longed they had none. 
In Rome he consulted the Grand 
Penitentiary ; but he simply urged 
him not to trust his reason, but to 
force it to submit itself to the 
judgment of those whom God ap- 
pointed as its guides. 


HE RESULT of these inward 

struggles was a long illness. 
He was sent to travel, in the hope 
that a change might cure him. 
For a year he went here and there 
inquiring after the truth. But his 
travels only opened his eyes 
wider. At Marseilles every year 
the head of Lazarus is exposed on 
the altars for the veneration of 
the saints. What was his surprise 
to find at Autun that another 
head of Lazarus was preserved 
there, and served a similar pur- 
pose. So Lazarus must have been 
a two-headed saint. 

At Rome he found that for a 
bribe a marriage of ten years’ 
duration was declared null and 
void because the wife asserted 
that her consent had been forced. 
The wife took her maiden name, 
and yet the four children of the 
invalid marriage were pronounced 
legitimate. In the monasteries in- 
dulgences were bought and sold. 
He returned from his travels with 
his soul filled with a deep disgust 
at the pedlar spirit shown by the 
Church and at the hypocrisy of 
its representatives. 

For ten years this struggle 
went on, till at length he decided 
he could only get peace of con- 
science by withdrawing himself 
from the Church to whose service 
he had been dedicated, and by liv- 
ing for the freedom and truth to 
which God had led him. His father 
thought he must be mad, and shut 
him up in a room in his house. 
Though forty-two years of age, 
Bourrier submitted, in order to 
show his filial reverence. But his 
mother saw that if he was not 
mad this treatment would make 
him so, and let him out after a 
week’s imprisonment. The next 
day he went to Paris. 


THE REVOLT 


It was on the 31st of August, 
1895, that he sent in his resigna- 
tion to his bishop in a letter ex- 
plaining his action, in which he 
said that after ten years of strug- 
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gle and suffering he had come to 
see that the Gospel alone could 
save modern society, that the 
Church of Rome could not give 
the people the Gospel without 
denying herself, that the Cate- 
chism did not represent the Gos- 
pel, and that henceforth he would 
devote his life to the service of 
God, more than happy to be able 
in future to preach his Saviour 
with fidelity to His Word and 
without the fear of men. 


For two years he devoted him- 
self to theological studies in the 
Protestant Faculty in Paris, some 
of the fruits of which he has 
shown in his tractate on the text 
“Thou art Peter” on which the 
Church of Rome builds its tre- 
mendous claims. In October 1897 
he became pastor of the Protes- 
tant Church of Sévres-Bellevue in 
the neighbourhood of Paris, the 
church in which the celebrated 
preacher Bersier had so long 
worked. In the same year he 
started the paper Le Chrétien 
Francais, at first as a monthly, 
but from 1899 as a weekly, and 
later as a semi-monthly. 


By means of this paper, which 
had a very large circulation 
among the Roman Catholic priests 
of France, he became the leader 
of the revolt of the priests of that 
country, which was one of the 
most remarkable of religious 
movements. Its object was the 
reform of Catholicism by former 
priests. Bourrier knew that he 
was not alone in his revolt from 
Rome; that there were many pre- 
pared to take the same step if 
they could only see their way 
clearly and were encouraged. So 
he set himself to do this work. 

His aim was the formation of a 
National Church, free from the 
tyranny and superstition of Rome. 
He worked for a time in connec- 
tion with the Home for Converted 
Priests established by Corneloup, 
but afterwards felt the necessity 
for a home less restricted in its 
scope, and established one of his 
own. Here they were received 
and prepared for their new life in 
whatever way seemed best in each 
case. Later, the house was closed 
and the priests who were being 
helped by him were lodged in 
Christian families. Into his own 
house they were welcomed till 
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they could find a way of earning 
the means of subsistence. 


ORGAN OF REFORM 


Le Chrétien Francais became a 
most influential organ, finding its 
way into the hands of thousands 
of French priests, and influencing 
public opinion in matters con- 
nected with the position of the 
Church of Rome in a most marked 
degree. 

The third number reached a cir- 
culation of three thousand, large- 
ly among the Roman Catholic 
priests. Its circulation increased 
so much that it was in 1899 
turned into a weekly, and con- 
tinued to reach a very large num- 
ber of French priests. It called it- 
self the organ of evangelical re- 
form in Catholicism. The words 
by which it was introduced to the 
public in its first number indicate 
the spirit in which it was con- 
ducted : 

“We are all priests, secular 
priests, monks, and regular cler- 
gy. Some have already seceded 
from the Roman Church; the rest 
are still in its bosom and among 
its hierarchy; we all wish a reli- 
gious reform, a renewed Catholi- 
cism, a Christianity as it was in- 
stituted by the apostles, the only 
authentic exponents of the teach- 
ing of Jesus. The Papacy is for 
us only a human institution, wor- 
thy of respect if it will renounce 
a past full of errors and dogmatic 
inventions; to be rejected if it 
hardens itself in the pride of its 
antichristian privileges. Unity is 
an.evil if it erects itself on the 
ruins of Christian love and of 
union in Jesus Christ, after it has 
desecrated the holiest of all sanc- 
tuaries, that of the conscience... 


“We appeal to Catholics and 
Protestants, . . . to all who will 
work for the salvation of France 
by means of the Gospel. We have 
adherents in nearly all the dio- 
ceses of the Church of France, in 
all ranks of the clergy, in several 
monasteries and religious brother- 
hoods. We have also received ex- 
pressions of sympathy from one 
who stands very high in the hier- 
archy. More than twenty priests 
and monks have broken the chains 
that bound them to the Roman 
Church, in order to be free to 
preach the Gospel. Others, yet 


more numerous, believe that t 
can still remain in the bosom®™ 
the Catholic Church, and that 
reform will take place from w; 
in Catholicism. Here or there, | 
consider all disciples of the Ch 
of the Gospel as brethren ; and} 
say only with the apostle, | 
Christ is preached!’ ” 4 


HE PAPER founded under 

circumstances continued 
increase in influence steadily, a 
to be an effective means of 
ing the priests of France 
were growing weary of the su 
stition and the tyranny of # 
Church to which they belonged 
and who wished to free them 
selves from it. The twenty men. 
tioned in the note of the editor 
soon grew to twelve thousand, 
and the movement showed no sign 
of abatement, but rather gained 
in strength and volume. Round 
Bourrier in conducting the paper 
of which he was editor, and the 
work with which it was associ- 
ated, there gathered a band of 
able and earnest men who had 
broken the shackles of Rome and 
had given themselves to the 
preaching of the Gospel and the 
freeing of France from the spiri- 
tual bondage in which it had » 
long lain. A considerable number 
of converted priests worked with 
success as Protestant evangelists 
and pastors, some of them in the 
very places in which they former. 
ly read mass. 

Meanwhile Bourrier went & 
England to stir up an interest it 
the work in which he was e& 
gaged, and took several toun 
through Germany for the same 
purpose. In the autumn of 1902 
he received a very enthusiastit 
reception everywhere, the intel 
gent elements of the German po 
ulation crowding to hear his at 
dresses. His tour not only arouse 
an interest in the work of the co 
verted priests, but did a good deal 
to awaken Germany to a sense dl 
the dangers of the ultramonts 
ism which was playing too large 
a part in that country. 


ROSARIES IN THE DUST 
The question may be aske 
what are the reasons that indue 
so many priests to resign thei 
(Continued on page 31) 
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3 OTH Protestants and Roman 
nak Catholics are officially opposed 


to mixed marriages, though for 

ty different reasons. The Protestant 
in Church bases its opposition to 
such marriages on the grounds 
of definite scriptural principles: 
“Be ye not unequally yoked to- 
gether” (II Cor. 6:14). The Ro- 
man Catholic Church, on the 
other hand, voices its opposition 
as a matter of convenience: 
“Wouldn’t the Catholic Church 


's be a fool if . . . she neglected a 
ol foolproof means of getting more 
Catholics, right under her nose. 
deal eo 
zeal} 1 mean the Apostolate of 
tan§ Mixed Marriages. I mean why 
argey ROt encourage Catholic girls to 
Marry non-Catholic men, raise 
children, and since the non- 
st | Catholic in a mixed marriage 
signs promises that the children 


will be reared in the true Catho- 
"4 lic faith, why here you have a 
“| perpetual fountain of guaranteed 
tew Catholics! Because these 
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Mixed Marriage 


ROAD TO UNHAPPINESS 


by W. M. Montajfio 


Part V 


Catholics could in turn marry 
other non-Catholics, and so on! 
Why in a few generations can 
you imagine the superb progress 
the Catholic Church would make? 
How our numbers would grow, 
and grow! A magnificent plan— 
with only one drawback. IT 
DOES NOT WORK!” 

“Do you think for one moment 
that the Church would oppose 
these so-called mixed marriages 
if they really worked out?” (Our 
Sunday Visitor, Feb. 27, 1955) 

Judging from Roman Catholic 
information, it appears that a 
large percentage of Catholics 
who marry outside their faith 
are lost to their church, for one 
reason or another, despite all 
efforts to enforce loyalty and obe- 
dience through pre-marital in- 
struction and contracts (for 
both parties) and of course 
through the office of the con- 
fessional. That the loss is greatly 
deplored by the Roman Church is 












evident from the frequent statis- 
tical reports issued by ecclesias- 
tical and lay authorities and from 
the advice, warnings, and threats 
directed to the faithful in Roman 
Catholic publications. The follow- 
ing statistics bespeak the general 
concern: 

“A council of German Bishops 
once declared that every year the 
Catholic Church loses through 
mixed marriages as many souls 
as missionaries convert. It has 
been estimated that in seven out 
of every ten mixed marriages the 
children are lost to the Catholic 
Church.” (Our Sunday Visitor, 
Feb. 27, 1955) 

“More than one-third of all 
Catholics choose non-Catholics as 
their marriage partners, the Rev. 
Lucius Cervantes, S.J., of Den- 
ver, Colo., told the national con- 
vention of the Catholic Family 
Life Bureau here Monday. 

“Father Cervantes said six of 
every ten Catholics who are part- 
ners in a mixed marriage become 
lost to the Catholic faith. He said 
four out of ten Catholics marry 
outside the church and become 
lost to their faith immediately.” 
(The Denver Post, March 13, 
1956) 

To counteract this “leakage” 
the Roman Catholic Church has 
long had in effect the pre-nuptial 
contract binding the non-Catholic 
party to refrain from interfering 
in the religious life of the Catho- 
olic, and to allow the children to 
be reared as Catholics. That this 
has not always acted as an anti- 
dote to loss of faith on the part 
of the Catholic or as a deterrent 
to laxity with regard to his reli- 
gious obligations is undisputed. 


But it is apparent that the con- 
tract is granted legal validity by 
some judicial authorities—Prot- 
estant as well as Catholic—who 
fail to understand the implica- 
tions of mixed marriage and who 
ignore the tremendous pressures, 
ecclesiastical and social, that are 
brought to bear on a young, often 
heedless, couple in love. Too often 
the non-Catholic party has had 
little prescience of what the fu- 
ture holds for children born into 
a divided home. And all too fre- 
quently, when the disillusioned 
couple seek a_ separation or 
divorce, the decision of the pre- 
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siding judge favors the Catholic 
party, completely ignoring the 
rights, privileges, and ties of the 
non-Catholic, particularly in the 
role of parent. 

Such is the predicament of a 
man whose Catholic wife recent- 
ly divorced him in a Kansas 
court. We have secured his per- 
mission to print his story exactly 
as he tells it, with all its over- 
tones of desolation and despair 
and with its implicit warning to 
others who may be tempted to 
enter into an unequal marriage 
contract. It is worth noting that 
the verdict was handed down by 
a Protestant judge. 


THE TRAGEDY OF 
A BROKEN HOME 


I am glad you continue to print 
information concerning mixed 
marriages (he writes). I sincere- 
ly hope it may be the means of 
avoiding many a heartache and 
broken home. 

I was married to a Catholic for 
twenty-one years. We got along 
very well till I became converted 
to God’s word about seven years 
ago. We have two lovely children, 
a girl of seven and a boy of five. 
My wife was driven by her 
mother, who is a staunch Catho- 
lic, and the church to seek a 
divorce, though most Protestants 
are led to believe that Catholics 
do not believe in divorce. This is 
now a matter of record in the 
district court at , Kansas. 

The trial was held before a 
so-called Protestant judge, who 
granted her the divorce, all our 
real estate and bank account, sole 
custody of our children, and child 
support. All was granted on one 
charge, that I was continually 
trying to convert her and my 
children to my belief. The judge 
said that when either party tries 
to convert the other to his belief, 
this constitutes mental cruelty. 
Upon this alone was the divorce 
granted. 

I tried to read in court from 
the Catholic catechism by Wil- 
liam J. Cogan (lesson 30, ques- 
tion 17, on page 87) : “In a mixed 
marriage, what is one of the chief 
duties of the Catholic? Ans.: In 
a mixed marriage, the Catholic 
party is bound prudently to pro- 
cure the conversion of the non- 
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Catholic party to the true 
Church.” 
Now, the judge would not 


allow me to read from the cate- 
chism. But he granted a divorce 
on the same thing which my wife 
was bound by her religion to do 
to me and had tried to do all our 
married life. 


HAVE THE DIVORCE DECREE is- 

sued June 22, 1955, at the dis- 
trict court in . The decree 
became final six months from 
that date. There were many alle- 
gations, as the judge called them, 
brought against me. But when he 
came to the charge that I was 
continually trying to convert my 
wife and my children to my be- 
lief in God, he said that this con- 
stitutes mental cruelty and is 
grounds for a divorce. 

I herewith quote a paragraph 
from the bill of particulars upon 
which charge the divorce was 
granted: “. . . that the continuous 
endeavor on the part of the de- 
fendant to try to convert the 
plaintiff to his religious beliefs 
and to try to emplant them in 
the mind and training of the chil- 
dren has become unendurable to 
this plaintiff and has made her 
extremely nervous, and has con- 
stituted mental cruelty by the 
defendant toward the plaintiff as 
well as extreme cruelty.” 

The court records will confirm 
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all my statements. In commenting 
on the case, the judge said he w; 
Protestant, evidently trying 
please the Catholics by implying 
that he showed no favoritism, 
He remarked during the trial that 
it seemed to him the whok 
trouble was whether the childre, 
should be brought up in the 
Catholic doctrine (which in truth 
brought about the whole terrible 
mess). He asked me if I woulg 
be willing to let the children be 
brought up in the Catholic dog. 
trine if he did not grant the 
divorce. My answer was yes, on 
one condition: that I be alloweg 
to read to them from the Catholic 
Bible. That seemed to settle it 
No more was heard of a compro. 
mise. 
























HIS WAS ALMOST UNBEARABLE 

for me, for I know what God's 
Word says about divorce, and ] 
loved my wife and my children 
dearly. But I knew that it would 
be impossible to live with any 
woman who was opposed to God’s 
Word. I also knew the anguish, 
heartaches, curses, beatings, a- 
buses, and continual threats on 
my life and the lives of my chil- 
dren by my wife and the threats 
on my life by her father. 

Life seemed unreal the follow- 
ing week or two. I was sick and 
could scarcely eat. I felt that God 
had utterly forsaken me. 

Then I began to realize that 
God had not forsaken me. He had 
heard my prayers and delivered 
me from the hands of those who 
hated me and despitefully used 
me. However, it is still terribly 
lonesome, and I have a continual 
longing and aching in my heart 
to be with my loved ones and to 
rear my children in love and 
obedience and in the fear, nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. 

But God, who looks upon the 
innermost thoughts, knows that 
I have forsaken all for my Sav- 
iour. I cannot murmur or com- 
plain, for had I turned my back 
on God and His Word I would 
still be happily married as when 
I served the god of mammon. 

We were married June 24, 
1934. Though the first year and 
a half we lived on the W.P.A. till 
I left and started work in the oil 
fields, from that time on I have 
been a good provider. After five 










PRSESRSETE Ra BaZSFSLREEE AS RERE 










Ilo 


























— ee 






st 






TFs eas&e VT CGaerwras cer aoe 8 


in the oil fields of Texas 
gd Louisiana, I was forced to 
qit because of a back injury 
which was then judged to be 
permanent. 
The remainder of my life has 
een spent at or near 
Kansas. My former life of sin 
yas known to: all, for I did not 
pretend to be a Christian. I drank 
amd gambled and bootlegged liq- 
wr, among the more open sins. 
Then I purchased and operated 
my own liquor store and beer 
tavern just across the state line. 
[made so much money the first 
year that I hired my brother at 
agood salary to run the store for 
me, and I returned to 
God looked down in mercy upon 
me and in His own good time He 
drew me to Him through the 
rading of His Word. I feel that 
my conversion was different from 
many because I was converted 
in the midst of plenty. I felt I 
lacked nothing. But since the 
sory of my conversion is long, 
uiffice it to say that most folks 
here knew me in my life of sin 
and therefore I have remained 
here these past seven years in 
oder that I might be a living 
example of God’s Word. Though 
[longed to flee far from my past 
sinful life and start anew, I was 
forced to admit that nowhere else 
could I be the example that I 
could be here where I had lived 
in sin. 


| AM NOT BITTER toward my wife 

for all she has done to me. I 
have forgiven all, and my love 
for her is yet strong. I pray daily 
that God may yet spare my wife 
and draw her to Him and His 
Word, and also that in due time 
my children shall know and serve 
Him. For all things are possible 
with God. 

Having experienced God’s truth 
(Rom. 8:6-8) that “the carnal 
mind is enmity against God: for 
it is not subject to the law of 
God, neither indeed can be,” I 
therefore do not blame my wife 
because she is a helpless tool of 
Satan. O that God would grant 
her grace to use her sense of 
reasoning that one could reason 
of God’s Word with her! 

Believe me when I tell you that 
I would do almost anything to 
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prevent others from being par- 
takers of my bitter experiences. 
But who can tell one who is young 
and in love? 

The people who call themselves 
Catholics are not to be blamed 
altogether, for most of them were 
reared in spiritual darkness and 
blindness, believing it a sin to 
reason of God’s Word. They have 
no love of the Truth; therefore, 
God has sent strong delusions 
that they might believe a lie. 
(II Thess. 2:11) 

The bitterness of my divorce is 
simply this: Had I been an un- 
kind and unloving father or hus- 
band, or been a poor provider, a 
drunkard, brawler, whoremonger, 
or one who did not enjoy his 
home or would not work, or if 
there were only one good reason 
for divorce, I could say I had re- 
ceived my just deserts. 

Now my only consolation is in 
God’s word: “But and if ye suffer 
for righteousness’ sake, happy 
are ye: and be not afraid of their 
terror, neither be troubled .. . 
For it is better, if the will of God 
be so, that ye suffer for well do- 
ing, than for evil doing.” (I Pet. 
3:14, 17) 


A™ SO ENDS a tragic letter, 
written that others might 


avoid the pitfall of a mixed mar- 
riage. 

In conclusion, we invite our 
readers to listen to the warnings 
of two other victims of mixed 
marriage—one Catholic, the other 
Protestant. This Roman Catholic 
husband was writing for a wide 
audience: 


THE CATHOLIC SIDE 


A young Catholic friend of 
ours called on my wife and me 
recently to introduce us to his 
fiancee, a lovely, completely cap- 
tivating girl he’d met at a college 
dance. Since she was a Protes- 
tant, he logically assumed we'd 
be the ideal couple to whom to 
talk before they made their wed- 
ding plans. 

“Everybody else is opposed to 
our marriage,” he said ruefully. 
“That’s why we came to you.” 

I looked at my wife at the same 
moment as she looked at me, and 
we smiled wryly. Then I gave 
this young couple an unexpected 
jolt. 

“Jack,” I said, “don’t do it. 
Sure, we’ve been married eigh- 
teen years; and, though Doro- 
thy’s a Protestant and I’m a 
Catholic, I guess. we have been 
fairly happy. But there’s one 
thing we know—if we had it to 
do over, if we were in your shoes 
right now, we’d marry someone 
else.” 

. Even though my wife and 
I couldn’t imagine being sepa- 
rated from each other now, we 
alone know the long and bitter 
struggle it has been, and probably 
will be until we die. And we also 
know how much easier it all 
would have been if we both were 
of the same faith... 

But if it’s as bad as that, you 
ask, how come we're still married, 
outwardly happy and celebrating 
our eighteenth anniversary? 

The answer to that lies in the 
fact that I married an exceptional 
woman, the one-in-a-million we 
all think we’re marrying when 
we take out the license. Because 
in any mixed marriage of a Cath- 
olic and a Protestant, the heavy 
burden—as most Catholic priests 
admit—is on the Protestant. How 
he or she reacts can make or 
break a marriage. 

That not all of them react as 
my wife did can be seen from a 
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study of some 4,108 marriages 
which ended in separation or 
divorce in 1949. Five per cent of 
them involved couples in which 
both parties belonged to the same 
church. But, when the marriage 
was a mixed one, the figure 
jumped to 15 per cent—and to 
21 per cent in cases, such as 
mine, involving a Catholic hus- 
band and a Protestant wife. (The 
remaining 59 per cent claimed 
no religious affiliation.) 


[| COLD STATISTICS tell only a 

fraction of the story, of course. 
It’s when you actually are a part 
of a mixed marriage that the true 
and often saddening picture 
comes into focus. 

In our case, as in every other, 
it started the day we became 
engaged. As a Catholic, I had to 
obtain a dispensation to marry, 
since the Catholic Church ex- 
pressly forbids mixed marriage 
and makes an exception only 
when circumstances warrant it. 
And this very’ dispensation 
launches the friction, with the 
Protestant—my wife—naturally 
bristling at the very suggestion 
that her beliefs and practices are 
not as strong and as valid as a 
Catholic’s. 

Next, Dorothy had to take a 
course of instruction for her role 
as the wife of a Catholic. She had 
to follow this with a statement 
agreeing not to use birth control, 
to bring up children as Catholics 
and to take part in no wedding 
ceremony but the Catholic one. “I 
felt,” she told me, “like a paroled 
criminal, or a heathen who was 
being accepted reluctantly, and 
on good behavior”... 

Because it was a mixed mar- 
riage, my church further forbade 
a ceremony in the church proper 
—such a blessing was denied to 
non-Catholics—and we had to be 
married in the rectory, in a drab, 
cheerless room into which we 
were allowed to squeeze a maxi- 
mum of ten guests. Flowers? No, 
the priest said; after all, this was 
an office, not a chapel. 

“The Catholic Church is right,” 
my wife admitted afterwards, “in 
saying that a quick ceremony be- 
fore a justice of the peace is 
hardly the proper way to begin a 
marriage. But I think now that 
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some vine-covered J.P.’s cottage 
would have been heaven com- 
pared to that horrible little room 
we had”... 


EITHER HER CHURCH nor mine 
was forcing us into marriage 
with each other; they both knew 
the stumbling blocks ahead of us. 
Little things. Like the first 
dinner party I attended at my 
mother-in-law’s house; and, even 
though she remembered it was 
Friday and I couldn’t eat meat, 
she still cooked one of her favor- 
ite roasts. Because Sally was 
there, and, though everyone knew 
Sally to be a Catholic, they still 
knew she wasn’t one of those 
picky people who bothered about 
such trifles. Sally ate meat on 
Friday whenever she felt like it. 
So when I politely and quietly 
declined a helping of roast beef 
that night, I immediately became 
an outsider, a person who was 
so callous he was willing to offend 
a charming hostess just because 
he was a stickler on a seemingly 
small point. 

Or the week end at the summer 
cottage, when you and your fam- 
ily and friends all troop off to 
Mass, and your wife is left alone; 
left with the stigma of not be- 
longing, of being an outsider. 
“These,” my wife has said, “are 
times you begin to doubt love, to 
wonder if you’ve made a horrible 
mistake” .. . 

Once the children arrive, the 
lives of a mixed-marriage couple 
really begin to take on burdens. 
We didn’t have children of our 
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own (and thus were spared ha 
ing one day to face the decisig 
as to whether my wife would, 
as so many non-Catholics do ang 
go back on her promise not & 
practice birth control), so 
turned to the thought of adop 
tion. 

Here again we.were brought 
up short by our being different 
for no accredited adoption age. 
cy will consider placing a chi 
in the home of a mixed marriage 
Eventually, we adopted our son— 
a dark-eyed, eager-looking seven. 
year-old named David—from a 
agency in a distant state. 

“I feel like some undesirable 
who’s working through the black 
market,” my wife said of that, 

As soon as we had David home 
of course, he had to be baptized, 
and again this was but the begin. 
ning of our troubles. For my wife 
felt she’d like to name our sq 
after her father; and I agreed. 
Only my father-in-law didnt 
have a saint’s name, and the 
Catholic Church insists on the 
latter. 

As for schooling, the Protestant 
wife has promised that she’ll see 
that the child is raised a Cathe 
lic. But she has little conception, 
before her marriage, of how all 
encompassing that training will 
be. 

“Just ask yourself,” Dorothy 
told Jack’s pretty fiancee, “how 
you go about teaching a child 
catechism, and getting him to be 
lieve with all his heart things 
you don’t believe yourself, and in 
fact actively oppose! You’ll begin 
to resent it; eventually, youl 
begin to resent your husband.” 


S° THE CHILDREN GO to parochial 

school, where their religious 
training is left up to the nuns 
But the nuns can’t temper their 
teaching to cover pupils whos 
parents aren’t Catholics; a pare 
chial school is for believers it 
Catholicity. And the day arrive 
when your son comes home and 
weeps agonizingly because his 
mother is a Protestant and prob 
ably won’t be saved. His mother! 
The one person closest to his 
heart—and, in his eyes, shes 
doomed! 

David, as it turned out, wa 
an impressionable child, and ome 
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who took a fierce pride in his new 
family. Having lived seven years 
without a mother and father, he 
tok to us as he would if he’d 
gddenly found his own parents. 
As a result, he was torn between 
love for his new religion and for 
his new mother and father, and 
this anguished inner wrestling 
convinced Dorothy and me that 
it was almost more than a small 
child should be forced to bear. 

It isn’t just catechism. In a 
parochial school, the entire cur- 
riculum is based on Catholicism. 
Emphasized are Catholic histori- 
cal figures—Calvert, Father Mar- 
qette, DeSoto. The spelling 
words are primarily Catholic 
words—Virgin (always capi- 
talized), rosary, saint, priest. 
English and grammar are illus- 
trated with Biblical words and 
phrases. Even arithmetic can 
have its theological overtones. 

I don’t mean to sound critical 
of this—after all, what does it 
matter what words a child learns 
to spell so long as he learns to 
spell? But the emphasis on one 
specific religion, repeated over 
and over, can’t help but impress 
itself on the family member who 
is not of that religion. And a 
further cleavage results. 

When our boy was old enough 
to join the Boy Scouts, it was to 
join a troop affiliated with the 
Catholic Church. “I’d thought 
that at least on that score I’d 
have some influence on him,” my 
wife mourned. “But I can’t make 
him join another troop when 
practically all his friends belong 
at the church.” 

Later on, he wanted to become 
an altar boy; as usual, my wife 
was willing. Even though she’d 
be the one who had to pile out 
and drive him to six o’clock Mass 
(I couldn’t do it and catch my 
commuter train), wait till he was 
fmished, drive him home to 
breakfast, wash and iron his sur- 
plice and cassock, see that he got 
to Confession and Communion. 

“The maid,” she once remarked 
to me, bitterly. 


| KNOW HOW SHE FEELS, just as 

I know she must have felt at 
having to dress him up for school 
religious processions, plays and 
festivals, and to attend such af- 
fairs—and stand, an outsider, on 
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the sidelines—on the days when 
I was at work and couldn’t do 
these things for him. (On Sun- 
days, of course, David and I 
attend church together, and we 
hurry home with the car so that 
Dorothy can go off to her own 
services later.) 

But anyone who ever has at- 
tended a social function where he 
was the only outsider there—the 
only Negro in a roomful of 
whites, the only American in a 
gathering of foreigners—vwill 
know that Dorothy and I both 
experienced this same sensation 
on the rare occasions when we 
did attend functions of each 
other’s church. There’s the star- 
tled look when they discover 
you’re not of them, the embar- 
rassed excuses, the moving away 
as quickly and as unobtrusively 
as possible. 

Indeed, it all adds up, little by 
little, to a cleavage so great, a gulf 
so wide between Protestant and 
Catholic, that, as statistics prove, 
it is next to impossible to make 
it succeed ... 

I truly believe that—though it 
may sound like a tired cliché— 
Dorothy and I were really meant 
for each other. 

But we know, too, as we go our 
separate religious ways, and look 
around at our many friends who 
married within their own faith, 
that the genuine, idyllic married 
happiness never has been truly 
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ours, nor ever can be. For we 
are, despite our perfect compati- 
bility in other matters, ancient 
worlds apart. 

Which is why we say, if we 
had to do it over, we wouldn’t 
marry each other again. (Parade, 
Nov. 14, 1954) 


‘T= OTHER SIDE of the story 

comes from a Protestant wife, 
who wrote the following to a 
friend about to enter into a 
mixed marriage: 


THE PROTESTANT SIDE 


Dear Friend: Some friends of 
yours have asked me to write you 
eoncerning your approaching 
marriage to a Catholic. I, myself, 
married a Catholic, so I can tell 
you first hand what is involved. 

I was “raised” in church work. 
Our family, without question, at- 
tended Bible classes and church 
twice on Sundays, and prayer 
meetings on Wednesday nights. 
Bible discussions always were 
held freely in my parents’ home. 
Christian papers were there in 
abundance. 

It was, therefore, quite a shock 
to my parents to learn I was dat- 
ing a Catholic boy. They told me 
of their feelings about marrying 
out of the church. 

There never was any question 
but that the young man I wished 
to marry and I loved each other. 
We had a wonderful courtship— 
concerts, dinners at places of at- 
mosphere, scenic drives. We en- 
joyed, with few exceptions, the 
same things. Hours were spent 
in conversation on many subjects 
—but never religion. Neither of 
us faced the facts. He had been 
reared by Catholic parents, had 
attended only Catholic schools, 
knew why and what he believed, 
and lived up to the Catholic ideal 
of life. 

We started the procedure nec- 
essary to our being married by a 
priest. I had decided that if only 
we could be married, all would 
be well, and I signed the ante- 
nuptial agreement required in 
such cases. 

“I, the undersigned, not a 
member of the Catholic Church, 
propose to do so with the under- 
standing that the marriage bond 
thus contracted is indissoluble, 
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except by death. I promise on my 
word of honor that I will not in 
any way hinder or obstruct the 


said in the exer- 
cise of his religion, and that all 
the children of either sex, born 
of our marriage, shall be baptized 
and educated in the Catholic 
faith and according to the teach- 
ing of the Catholic Church, even 
though the said should 
be taken by death. I further 
promise I will marry .......... 
only according to the marriage 
rites of the Catholic Church, and 
that I will not, either before or 
after the Catholic ceremony, pre- 
sent myself before a civil magis- 
trate or minister of the gospel.” 

The Catholic attitude toward 
this is that inasmuch as the Cath- 
olic is convinced that his religion 
alone is the true one, the non- 
Catholic does not sacrifice a reli- 
gious principle. The fact that 
non-Catholics sign these promises 
so readily proves that their faith 
is not very strong. 
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HAT A WONDERFUL experi- 

ence to have a baby! But my 
joy was short-lived. Do you know 
what is done and said in a Catho- 
lic “christening’’? In infant bap- 
tism, after questioning the 
sponsors, the priest breathes up- 
on the baby’s face, saying, 
“Depart from him, thou unclean 
spirit, and give place to the Holy 
Ghost, the Paraclete.” Then he 





makes the sign of the cross up- 
on the baby’s head and breast. 
Blessed salt is put upon the 
child’s mouth. The priest again 
bids the unclean spirit come out 
of the child, repeating the sign 
of the cross. The Apostles’ Creed 
and the Lord’s Prayer are re- 
peated. Again the priest bids an 
unclean spirit begone. Then, tak- 
ing a little saliva on his thumb, 
he touches ears and nostrils of 
the baby. The baby is questioned, 
with sponsors answering the 
questions. It is anointed with oil 
on breast and shoulders. Then, 
with sponsors again answering 
questions, the priest pours water 
three times on the baby’s head, 
saying, “I baptize thee in the 
name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 

The agony inside me was al- 
most unbearable. What a mock- 
ery of baptism! 

Under the circumstances in 
which I live, I never can be com- 
pletely happy. My husband has 
no interest in discussing religion. 
He was taught to accept the 
Catholic Church as authority in 
all matters. 

With the exception of our reli- 
gious difference, which colors 
everything (even what I serve 
for dinner), I could ask for noth- 
ing more in a husband than he 
offers. He is kind, considerate, 
helpful with the children, hap- 
piest when with the children and 





The Devious Route of Censorship 


According to the Censorship 
Bulletin of the American Book 
Publishers Council, the most 
widely used list of “objection- 
able” books is the monthly guide 
prepared by the National Organ- 
ization of Decent Literature, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


Described as _ non-sectarian, 
this list is actually prepared on 
the evaluations furnished by 
members of the Archdiocesan 
Council of Catholic Women in 
Chicago. 


The procedure followed in 
several cities of northern New 
Jersey, in 187 parishes in the 
Boston archdiocese and, with 
variations, in Port Huron, Michi- 
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gan, and in the Buffalo, New 
York, area is this: “Roman Cath- 
olic parish groups call on retail- 
ers and ask them to remove from 
sale the books and magazines on 
their list; in some communities 
‘cooperating’ dealers are given 
certificates of compliance, and 
their names are posted or other- 
wise announced in church. Pa- 
rishioners are urged to patronize 
only those stores displaying the 
seals of approval.” 

At a meeting of wholesalers 
and retailers, Mayor Thomas 
D’Alessandro of Baltimore, Mary- 
land, produced the list of the 
NODL as a guide to publications 
that should not be sold in that 
city. 





me. He has quite a happy dispg 
sition, and we have lots of 

times together. But when Sunday 
comes and I sit alone in churg 
and see children a little olde 
than my own being baptized 
the Scriptures teach—well! 4& 


more than anything else is 
question, What does God thir 
He is a jealous God. I have reag 
in the Old Testament what hap 
pened to those who intermarriej 
with those of other faiths. An 
I’ve heard shocking things i 
Catholic churches—laughter gf 
the whole congregation because 
some people still believe in im 
mersion as the only form of bap 
tism, glorying that each masg § 
again an unbloody crucifixion of 
Jesus Christ, and a priest saying 
quite vehemently that he could 
spit on people who do not believe 
on Mary as the mother of God! 


that you contemplate paying for 
love. I urge you to stop and count 
the cost. Don’t sell your chil 
dren’s birthright, as I sold that 
of my children. Yours is one of 
the hardest decisions anyone is 
ever called upon to make. I know! 
May God in His divine wisdom 
guide you to make the right one 
One may marry for love, but 
marriage is composed of every- 
day living, and love cannot over 
come unsurmountable obstacles 
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Actually, what has troubled j 
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Dear friend, it is a high price 




















































(The Standard, Aug. 26, 1955) 











Because of the pressure em 
ployed, newspapers were cautious 
in their criticisms. The Pitts 
burgh Post-Gazette was more out 
spoken in declaring that “there 
cannot be, in a land of free men, 
any official status given censor 
ship lists compiled to conform 
with a single point of view of 
what constitutes acceptable litera- 
ture.” 

In November, the Catholit 
Women’s League of Ontario tried 
to circulate the list, but when the 
newspapers in Toronto noticed 
that Hemingway was on it, front 
page features constrained the 
CWL to remove from the list 
works by several “well-known 
authors.” 
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The Roman Catholic Controver- 
sy on the Campus of Princeton Uni- 
versity, by George W. Elderkin, 
Professor Emeritus. (December, 
1955; 40 pp. Copies may be pur- 
chased at the Princeton Univer- 
sity Store, Princeton, New Jer- 
sey.) 
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Granted that scholarship does 
not dwell in ivory towers, it re- 
mains that the only reasonably 
impartial institutions free of prej- 
wdices and sectarian commitments 
are colleges and universities not 
linked to a confessional platform. 

Among religious zealots, this 
definition of the role of non-sec- 
tarian universities usually proves 
unsatisfactory and is consequent- 
ly branded as “secularistic.” Even 
9, the word secular, as seman- 
tically opposed to ecclesiastical, 
does not imply irreligion. The dis- 
tinction is merely within the so- 
tial order, separating those who 
are committed to the policy lines 
of any organized church group 
from those who are not. When 
the distinction is carried into the 
theological order, as exemplified 
by the Roman Catholic Church, 
and a scale of values is construed, 
then the word secular necessar- 
ily implies inferiority, simply be- 
cause of the sacramental make-up 
of a priesthood by ordination. 

These theological implications 
were strongly disavowed by the 
Reformation, which regarded both 
ordained and non-ordained Chris- 
tians as equal in rights and at- 
tributes. By restoring the Pauline 
concept of a non-sacramental, 
general priesthood of believers, 
the Reformation restored also the 
sacredness of the secular. From 
the point of view of the Reforma- 
tion, then, the distinction between 
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secular and ecclesiastical is only 
empirical rather than conceptual. 

But the difference, on the other 
hand, is neatly conceptual when 
secular is confronted with cleri- 
cal. To have an operative defini- 
tion of clericalism, we can refer 
ourselves to the socio-political 
equilibrium reached in Europe at 
the dawn of Reformation, when 
the Roman Catholic Church was 
(in the words of a famous econo- 
mist, J. W. Thompson) “a gover- 
nor, a landed proprietor, a rent 
collector, an imposer of taxes, a 
material producer, an employer of 
labor on an enormous scale, a 
merchantman, a tradesman, a 
banker and mortgage broker, a 
custodian of morals, a maker of 
sumptuary laws, a schoolmaster, 
a compeller of conscience—all in 
one.” 

A clear paradigm of this Cath- 
olic brand of clericalism is de- 
scribed and documented by Prof. 
Elderkin in the publication under 
review. Strangely enough, when 
Dr. John A. Mackay, president of 
Princeton Theological Seminary, 
wrote of clericalism as “the pur- 
suit of power, especially political 
power, by a religious hierarchy, 
carried on by secular means and 
for purposes of social domina- 
tion,” he certainly never imagined 
that his own campus could pro- 
vide the experimental field for a 
politique de force, aimed at a 
high-pressure Catholicizing of 
America’s non-sectarian universi- 
ties. 


EYNOTE to this crusade was 
the statement of the Jesuit 
John Courtney Murray, quoted by 
the Dean of the Princeton Gradu- 
ate School in his autobiography 








(Born Catholics, Sheed and 
Ward, New York, 1954), that 
“probably no more than half a 
dozen centers of learning in the 
United States are essentially de- 
terminant of a whole intellectual 
shift.” In unison with this and 
with the pronouncement of Pope 
Pius XII that Roman Catholic 
scholars “share the work of re- 
demption in the measure with 
which they establish themselves 
at the very core of the intellectual 
movement today,” the Dean of 
the Princeton Graduate School— 
a devout Roman Catholic in- 
deed—asks himself: 

“How was it possible to attain 
to a position of responsibility in 
such an organization with fidelity 
to the ideals of the Catholic faith? 
Some sense of mission is essential 
to supplement the professional ac- 
tivity if interior satisfaction and 
peace are to be secured . . . Wher- 
ever the liberty of the act of faith 
is conceded, whether in the uni- 
versity or the state, there de- 
volves upon Catholics the duty to 
take their place in the organiza- 
tion and conduct all affairs on 
the secular plane.” 

So the Dean sets forth from 
this chemical laboratory and gets 
busy assaying his Catholic cat- 
alyzers on “the secular plane.” 
The “sense of mission” and the 
urge for “interior satisfaction and 
peace” of the pious Dean must be 
strong indeed if a student who 
had planned to enter the Catholic 
priesthood but changed his mind 
and applied for admission to the 
Department of Classics is denied 
admission. The Dean provided 
motivation for his discriminatory 
action by stating that “the student 
having left the Catholic faith was 
unstable.” When assured that the 
student had merely abandoned the 
idea of becoming a priest but had 
not left his church, the Dean re- 
versed his decision. 


Svce INCIDENTS had been kept 

on the quiet side, however, until 
the Princetonian gallery became 
enriched with a newly arrived 
personage, the Dominican Father 
Dr. Hugh Halton, Director and 
Founder of the Aquinas Founda- 
tion of Princeton. The “sense of 
mission” and the pursuit of “in- 
terior satisfaction and peace” of 
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the Dominican scholar proved to 
be rather on the flamboyant side. 
He lacked the continental touch of 
the European-born Dean Taylor, 
as he tried to force his Trojan 
horse through the Princetonian 
walls. 

This representative of the 
Catholic hierarchy was much too 
obnoxiously loud. Members of the 
Princeton faculty, The Princeton 
Alumni Weekly, The Princeton 
University Press, The Special 
Council on the Humanities, The 
Students Christian Association, 
the Departments of Religion and 
Philosophy—all these were clam- 
orously put under canonical fire. 
The belligerent, self-asserting 
“junior member of a firm” (the 
Dominican Order), who special- 
ized in “tying and untying the 
knots of school divinity” (p. 23), 
had started a private war in be- 
half of the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy. The casus belli was that 
Princeton was ridden with “in- 
competence” and with that am- 
biguous something that is often 
called “secularism.” 


Apparently neither the ambi- 
tious zeal of a Dean Taylor nor 
the mature scholarship of a Prof. 
Jacques Maritain had met the full 
measure advocated by the hier- 
archy, since Father Halton felt 
obligated to state that “we have 
in America men—some of whom 
have found here an expanding 
sanctuary for forty years and 
more, though not yet committed 
to our citizenship—who refer to 
themselves . . . as ‘Catholic intel- 
lectuals’ . . . much given to good 
fellowships . . . usually over a cup 
of tea or a House of Lords 
Schweppes... If any University 
should discover such a one in its 
midst, it must know that his com- 
petence is not in Catholic doc- 
trine.” (Doc. 18, pp. 37-38) 

Not so culpable was Dean Tay- 
lor, who out of his “sense of mis- 
sion” had impetuously left his 
stills and graduated pipettes to 
venture into a province “posted” 
by the hierarchy. But what of 
Jacques Maritain? 


ROF. MARITAIN is no “Johnny- 
come-lately” in the ranks of 
the Catholic intelligentsia. He is 
acknowledged to be one of the 
foremost contemporary exponents 
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of Thomism and is no longer jun- 
ior to anyone in the subtle art of 
“tying and untying the knots of 
school divinity.” Perhaps the 
Frenchman is too much “given to 
good fellowship”; at any rate, he 
is one of those foreign-born lay 
Catholics whom Father Halton 
distrusts because they “do not 
subscribe to the ordinary canons 
of faith and morals” and “only in- 
frequently get on with the local 
priest or, for that matter, the lo- 
cal bishop.” (Idem) 

The implication is only too evi- 
dent and falls within the Roman 
Catholic view as to the relation- 
ship between secular and ecclesi- 
astical. Without the chrism of the 
order, no Catholicism is kosher 
enough. The immanent chasm be- 
tween Catholic laity and _ hier- 
archy in the theological order ap- 
pears here again. The “junior 
member” can authoritatively out- 
Thomistize the senior layman out 
of the power and grace of his 
order. 

Having cleared the arena of 
those he deems unqualified to 
speak for the church, Father Hal- 
ton plunges headfirst into an at- 
tack on the Department of Phi- 
losophy in the person of Prof. 
Stace. In a two-month denuncia- 
tion campaign, the seething Do- 
minican labels the teachings of 
the latter professor as a “meta- 
physical mambo.” (Doc. 11, p. 28) 
In a McCarthyan mood, the self- 
appointed inquisitor and private 
investigator of the Princetonian 
campus expresses his unbelief in 
the professor’s basic American- 
ism, concluding authoritatively 
that Stace was “incompetent” to 
teach philosophy. (Doc. 5, p. 21) 


Without exhausting his supply 
of fulminations, the white-and- 
black-frocked Jupiter tries his 
youthful hand at the Department 
of Religion, asserting its incom- 
petence to teach matters Catholic. 
Pointing out that this alleged in- 
competence is “a distinct intellec- 
tual weakness in the university” 
(doc. 14, p. 31), the spokesman 
for the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy uncovers his cards. What 
he requests (and we can be sure 
that the local bishop of Trenton 
is behind him, because the clamor 
raised by the controversy had 
gone far beyond the ivy-covered 
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enclosure of the university) is ap 


authoritative representative 
Roman Catholicism among the 
Faculty, because “Roman Cathol. 
cism is specifically (though not 
exclusively) taught in more thay 
45% of the courses offered 
Princeton’s Department of 
gion.” (Doc. 18, p. 35) 
“Princeton mustn’t waste its ti 
with anyone less than a highly 
competent, scientifically trained 
scholar who will possess the dig. 
cipline, the authority, the fire, and 
the charity of the mediaeval 
monks...” (Doc. 18, p. 38) 

The discipline (7.e., ecclesiasti- 
cal obedience), the authority (ie, 
that stemming from his hier 
archical backing), and the fire 
(especially of such a mediaeval 
minded monk) should bring about 
that “rebirth of Christian [ie, 
Roman Catholic] culture in uni 
versity thought and life” that was 
auspicated in the founding decla- 
ration of the Aquinas Foundation 
of Princeton. This was the Tro 
jan horse that in the name of 
scholarship and good relation 
ships was being smuggled within 
the walls of Princeton, the once 
Presbyterian center of learning. 


GISNIFICANTLY enough, the Ro 

man Catholic Dean of Prince 
ton Graduate School had cited in 
his autobiography the contribu 
tion to the rebirth and spread of 
the Roman Catholic faith in nine 
teenth-century England by the 
Catholic students and professors 
who returned to the formerly 
Roman Catholic centers of learn 
ing at Oxford and Cambridge 
The composite picture of the 
subtle war being waged against 
the non-sectarian institution re 
ceives a dramatic accent in the 
words of Father Halton himself. 
Says he: “When I came to Prince 
ton in 1952, a Catholic professor 
who had been at the university 
since I was born—who himself 
is not professionally competent to 
teach Catholic doctrine—told me 
that no. Catholic had ever taught 
on the Religion Department a 
Princeton and probably never 
would. I did not believe him then, 
nor do I believe him now... 
(Doc. 14, p. 31) 


This fiery program of Catholie 
“mediation of Christian culture 
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te Big Three Ivy League cam- 

via an Aquinas Foundation 
g a Newman Foundation, repre- 
gnts a situation and radical 
thange of tactics on the part of 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
gncerning non-sectarian univer- 
ities. The hierarchical attitude 
g@@ uncompromising condemna- 
tion, vested with all the official 
gnathemas of the church, has giv- 
am place to a different outlook. 


To perceive the real dimension 
a@ this Roman Catholic re- 
appraisal of the public institu- 
tions of high learning, one must 
project it against the backdrop of 
the changed Catholic reality in 
this country, socially and other- 
wise. In the past century or so, 
Catholics have struggled to retain 
their credo and way of life amid 
asocial and historical milieu that 
was foreign to them. Under the 
gaze of a complacent, euphoric 
Protestant majority, Roman Cath- 
dics built their shrines, held their 
parades, canonized their “Ameri- 
can” saints, and organized that 


parochial school system that has 
helped Catholicism survive. 


‘Tet STAGE is now past. The 

Roman Catholic Church has 
caught her breath and is not only 
in the United States to stay, but 
is committed to the assimilation 
of the whole nation. And in this 
process of assimilation and na- 
tional integration, the Roman 
Catholic Church seems to have a 
tactical advantage over the Prot- 
estants, who, at many levels, ap- 
pear strangely frozen in their 
conformity to middle-class mores 
and ideals. 

All this is taking place while 
the country is decisively changing 
its social structure under the im- 
pact of unprecedented economical 
forces. Not having any allegiance 
to, or even any nostalgia for, an 
American tradition to which Ca- 
tholicism does not belong, the Ro- 
man Catholic Church finds her- 
self at the steering wheel of a 
society being collectivized. With 
the emphasis on salvation from 
the outside by material means 
(i.e., the sacraments) and through 


the extreme objectification of re- 
ligious categories, Roman Cathol- 
icism plays the same role in mod- 
ern society as Marxism, which is 
also committed to a materialistic 
program. 

In a society becoming increas- 
ingly proletarian, the Roman 
Catholic Church finds her ecologi- 
cal niche in the widening breach 
between contemporary and tradi- 
tional American living standards. 
Viewed in this light, the attempt 
to purge with hyssop the faculty 
of Princeton (a one-time Presby- 
terian university) is but a single 
facet of that multiform and re- 
lentless, if slow, process of “di- 
gestion” of American culture by 
the syncretistic Moloch that is 
Catholicism. 

Yet the Christian and Ameri- 
can cause cannot be considered 
lost as long as courageous peo- 
ple—like Prof. Elderkin in this 
book—stand up and testify. This 
enlightening publication of the 
professor emeritus will prove a 
solid contribution to the spiritual 
rearmament that America needs 
today. 
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Parochial Schools 
and the Law 


Dear Dr. Montajfo: 


In the Roman Bishops’ state- 
ment on page twelve of your Feb- 
ruary issue I find the following: 
“What, then, is the place of the 
private and church-related schools 
in America?” 

That question has puzzled many 
people for a good many years, 
and few realize its importance 
who have not dug into it. The an- 
swer to that question is that the 
church-related (parochial) school, 
if under foreign control and 
teaching a foreign ideology in 
grave conflict with U. S. law, has 
no ethical right to exist in the 
U.S.A. 

The Oregon school law (Pierce 
v. Sisters 268 U.S. 510) was en- 
acted in 1922 and would have 
eliminated parochial schools. Un- 
fortunately it would also have 
eliminated private schools, all—or 
most of them—quite harmless. 

In declaring the law unconsti- 
tutional, the Supreme Court said 
it “unreasonably interferes with 
the liberty of parents” to direct 
the education of their children. 
However, Canon Law 1374 gives 
that right to the bishop. 

If in the future a similar law 
should be passed by other states, 
it should simply outlaw full-time 
schools under foreign control, 
make attendance at public schools 
compulsory between the ages of 
six and sixteen, but allow for re- 
ligious indoctrination by [a num- 
ber of churches]. 
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Millions of Catholic children 
now attend public schools—prob- 
ably over one-half of all Catholic 
children, so such a law would be 
no great hardship on a minority. 
The Roman Church-State should 
not expect to have a monopoly on 
the life of the child. Secular edu- 
cation in the U.S. is properly a 
function of the state; for, among 
other reasons, the unity and per- 
manency of this great nation 
rests in the education of its youth 
in public schools where they will 
be correctly instructed in the fun- 
damental principles of freedom 
and democracy. I doubt if such 
a law would be declared uncon- 
stitutional. 


C. P. STEVENS 
Escalon, California 


Who Is Bigoted? 
Dear Dr. Montajio: 


It was our privilege to have 
Mr. Angelo LoVallo as our speak- 
er last Sunday evening at our 
church. He did a very commend- 
able job. His message was of a 
high type, not the mud-slinging 
kind, but rather, a straightfor- 
ward statement of truths. 

His coming caused no small stir 
in this area. I have received a 
number of malicious telephone 
calls. One Catholic woman who 
attended the service approached 
one of our business men and 
asked if a Catholic dollar was not 
as good as a Protestant dollar. 
She also asked for a list of the 
officers of the church who were 
responsible for inviting Mr. Lo- 
Vallo. Of course, she is undoubt- 
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edly under orders of the priest 
I have no idea that we have hear 
the last of the matter. 

However, we accomplished ou 
purpose. Our folks are awake 
the danger and threats of Roman. 
ism now, so we think it was al 
worth it. 

[Later] The two enclosed le. 
ters are of interest . . . John], 
Morley is the priest of our local 
Catholic church. 











Rev. OLAN HENpan 
Hilltown, Pennsylvania 






(Copy) 
Dear Mr. Hendrix: 

I wish to apologize for the con 
duct of some of our parishioners 
who I heard were rather discour- 
teous in voicing their objection 
your having an ex-priest preach 
in your Church last week. Their 
zeal for the things they hold pre 
cious carried them away and they 
forgot that Our Divine Lord ab- 
rogated the Old Law of an eye 
for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. 
I reminded them that two wrongs 
do not make a right. 

We feel sorry that you injected 
a spirit of bigotry into our peace 
ful religious community. It is the 
first instance of this I have en 
countered since I came here. We 
feel that there are plenty of um 
churched people in the community 
for whom you can expend your 
energy than to have the faith of 
many members of this community 
publicly ridiculed in your Church. 
If you look across the street # 
the homes of your Catholic neigh- 
bors, I think that you will find 
that the practices that were ridi- 
culed in your Church last Sunday 
have not made bad citizens of 
these families. 

One of the practical helpful 
suggestions that you wrote im 
your Sermonette this week was: 
“Be faithful with the entire fam- 
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Fily to a Church that preaches the 
Word.” Is our Church excluded 

mi from this category? 

I am sure that you have many 
speakers in your sect, so that it 
-sshould not be necessary for you 
Bto obtain one who was dismissed 
from his Church as unsuitable 
and who has violated the vows 
which he freely took for life. 

Hoping you will not find it nec- 
essary to offend the religious sen- 
sibilities of our people in the fu- 
ture... 


Rev. JOHN J. MoRLEY 
Hilltown, Pennsylvania 


(Copy) 


Dear Mr. Morley: 

... In your statement, “I re- 
minded them that two wrongs do 
not make a right,” you implied 
that we were wrong in having 
such a service with an ex-priest 
as the speaker. I fail to see the 
wrongfulness of this incident. In 
this land of religious freedom we 
are at liberty to express fully our 
beliefs. Our constitution guaran- 
tees this freedom. Whether a man 
be Catholic, Protestant, Jew, or 
the follower of some other reli- 
gion, he is at liberty to express 
what he believes in America. You 
are undoubtedly aware that this 
is not true in many countries. 
Where Catholicism is the predom- 
inant religion this freedom is les- 
sened, and, in many cases, denied 
altogether. 

Now if that service had been 
for the purpose of stirring hate 
among our people against the 
Catholics, as one of your members 
suggested, we were most certain- 
ly in the wrong and I stand ready 
to admit it. However, this was 
not our purpose at all; far from 
it. Mr. LoVallo repeated over and 
over, “We love the Catholics, 
clergy and laity alike. We are op- 
posed to its force, power, and un- 
truth.” Last Sunday I said to our 
people, “If we do not love the 
Catholics we are not right with 
God. Love is the mark of Chris- 
tianity.” Yes, Mr. Morley, we do 
love the people of Romanism, but 
we must oppose an unholy force 
Which threatens our freedom; the 
force which intimidates the peo- 
ple and keeps them in ignorance 
of God’s Truth and the facts. 
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Nor was the purpose of our 
meeting to ridicule the practices 
of the Roman Catholic Church, as 
your accused. There was not one 
word of ridicule spoken. Mr. Lo- 
Vallo very simply, yet in a schol- 
arly way, compared the teaching 
and practices of your church to 
the clear teaching of the Bible 
apart from the teaching of the 
church fathers and tradition. 

You say, “If you look across 
the street to the homes of your 
Catholic neighbors, I think you 
will find that the practices that 
were ridiculed in your church last 
Sunday have not made bad citi- 
zens of these families.” You are 
right. Most of our Catholic neigh- 
bors are good citizens. So are 
many agnostics. While the teach- 
ings of the Roman Church may 
not have prevented men from be- 
ing good citizens they certainly 
have kept them from the simple 
Truth of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Religion must do more 
than produce good citizens; it 
must publish Truth that will 
bring men to know the living God. 

Yes, Mr. Morley, your church, 
the Roman Catholic Church, is in 
my mind omitted from the cate- 
gory of “The Church that preach- 
es the Word.” You should be the 
first to admit that the doctrines 
of purgatory, transubstantiation, 
praying to saints, the undue ven- 
eration of Mary, the assumption 
of Mary, forbidding the clergy to 
marry, the Pope, and such doc- 
trines are not founded upon The 
Bible, but upon the extra-Biblical 
teachings of the Roman Catholic 
Church, namely, the teachings of 
the church fathers and traditions. 

It surprises me that you expect 
tolerance on our part of the teach- 
ings and practices of the Roman 
Catholic Church. Do you not con- 
sider it a mortal sin for a Catho- 
lic to attend a Protestant church? 
Where is tolerance in your posi- 
tion? 

. . . You insinuated that Mr. 
LoVallo was dismissed from the 
Roman Church. He warned us 
that this is what the church would 
say. He vows that he left volun- 
tarily because he could no longer 
embrace the teachings and prac- 
tices of the church. It is a gross 
misstatement of fact to say that 
he was dismissed... 

Rev. OLAN HENDRIX 


Bourrier 


(Continued from page 20) 


office and to leave their Church? 
These are evidently very varied. 
An excellent summary of them is 
given by Professor Menegoz, 
Dean of the Protestant Theologi- 
cal Faculty in Paris. 

“Many, especially young priests, 
secede because they can no longer 
reconcile it with their consciences 
to take part in a worship that has 
no intelligible meaning for them. 
They believe no longer in the mir- 
acle of the mass, in the privilege 
of the priesthood, in the effect of 
absolution, in the value of pil- 
grimages and rosaries; and be- 
cause they have a conscience, be- 
cause they have a feeling of per- 
sonal honour, they give up the 
office they could only continue to 
carry on by a constant lie... 

“Others perceive that they can- 
not keep their vow of celibacy. 
They do not wish to live a life of 
vice, as they easily might do while 
remaining priests; so they enter 
a secular profession and marry. 
Among those upon whom the vow 
of celibacy presses, it is the re- 
spectable, the honourable, those 
of character, who lay aside the 
soutane and take on themselves 
the care of a family. 

“Again, others know that Prot- 
estantism is more in harmony 
with the preaching of Jesus than 
Catholicism. They see the superi- 
or civilisation of the Protestant 
nations, they are startled at the 
truth of Roman Catholic Church 
History, they see simple Protes- 
tant piety: these things draw 
them, and they come. 

“Finally, others have lived 
through experiences like those of 
Luther in Erfurt. They have 
through Christ become assured of 
the forgiveness of their sins and 
of the love of their God. Then 
the choirs of the saints faded for 
them, then for them the altars 
with their relics collapsed, then 
for them Mary herself .. . de- 
scended from the throne of heav- 
en, the rosaries lay on the ground, 
the Pope lost his sanctity, the 
Church her arrogated privileges— 
they had found the Father 
through Christ, that was enough 
for them—so they became Protes- 
tant. These men are the leaders 
in the movement.” END 
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Graham Greene, 


Roman Catholic novelist, on the 
Church’s Index of Forbidden 
Books: “In common with many 
other Catholics, I have little re- 
gard for the Index in the rare 
cases when it deals with imagina- 
tive writing. The Roman Index 
is not an infallible document and 
sometimes makes mistakes as ab- 
surd and regrettable as British 
judges, juries, and magistrates. 
However, it is mainly concerned 
not with questions of obscenity 
but points of theology and philos- 
ophy ... So far as imaginative 
literature is concerned . . . most 
Catholics follow their own con- 
sciences.” (Quoted in The Catho- 
lic Mind, October, 1954) 


Rev. John B. Sheerin, 


editor of The Catholic World, 
Paulist magazine: “The devo- 
tional fervor and organizational 
strength of American Catholi- 
cism stand in rather stark con- 
trast to the scarcity of Catholic 
American intellectuals. They are 
conspicuously absent from meet- 
ings of learned societies and from 
the roster of contributors to 
scholarly journals. The average 
Catholic, thanks to his religious 
training, is probably a sounder 
thinker than his contemporaries, 
yet Catholic professional schol- 
ars at the top-level are all too 
rare... 

“Today we need a good healthy 
effervescence of intellectual curi- 
osity in Catholic circles. It can- 
not come too soon. But as we 
read the writings of some of our 
restless Catholic intellectuals in 
France, we hope that this Ameri- 
can effervescence will not fizzle 
into devious forms of humanism 
as has been the case in France. 
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Let us hope that the Catholic 
intellectual revival will come to 
America in pure and total Ca- 
tholicism. 

“. . One can read page after 
page of French Catholic writing 
filled with dreary platitudes of 
‘progressivism.’ Why must they 
parrot the party line of their 
Marxist contemporaries? .. . 

“An American Catholic intel- 
lectual can afford to steer clear 
of all party lines, Liberal or Con- 
servative ... Take for instance, 
the Liberal ideals of liberty and 
democracy .. . But taken out of 
context, the principle of liberty, 
for instance, is not harmonized 
with the principle of obedience to 
authority and it tends to run 
amuck. It rebels against Church 
law and trifles with national 
security.” (The Catholic World, 
February, 1955) 


Rev. Henri Blane: 


“Have we not become quantity 
rather than quality conscious? 
This may be the reason why as 
Donald McDonald wrote some 
time ago in the Catholic Messen- 
ger: ‘Our country’s numerical 
Catholicism is not reflected in the 
spiritual and cultural and politi- 
cal life of American Society’... 

“In order to stem the tide of 
secularism denounced two years 
ago by our Hierarchy and which 
even threatens our Catholic life, 
are we conscious of the necessity 
to create an elite or produce the 
lifegiving leaven that will lift up 
and transform the mass of 
materially minded people? In all 
sincerity, have they the same 
austere, ascetic spirit that pos- 
sessed our Catholics in pioneer 
days? 

“In this respect, how will spirit- 


ually fare the converts we I 
make? As they come within | 
ranks, will they not be more f 
disappointed, shaken in 

new convictions? 1 

“Anxiously, painfully they k 
searched for Truth and al 
implies in the matter of 
union with God in the fullne 
Christian life, and they 
themselves in their new Cath 
environment elbowing peop 
caught up in the worldly tid 
earthly longings and desires 
be gratified ... 

“Why is it that our impresg 
positive side is matched by 
rather negative or unimpres 
one in what should be our inf 
ence in American life soci 
politically, culturally? .. . 

“One looks in vain for any 
responding increase in religio 
beneficial influence upon the 7 
tion’s life.” (North Caro 
Catholic, Feb. 3, 1953) 


Msgr. Matthew Smith: — 


“Catholics, therefore, believe’ 
visions at Lourdes simply beca 
they are convinced of the sin¢ 
ity of St. Bernadette and 
have scientific proof to fall 
upon... 

“The claims, of course, h 
been fought all during the p 
century by some. French medi 
schools for a long time toe 
sneering view of Lourdes, and, 
fact, Churchmen were for a | 
years as hard to convince im 
case as doctors. There was aln 
universal skepticism in the 
early days of the shrine... ~ 

“The ordinary Catholic, the 
fore, would not be guilty of 
if he refused to accept the 1 
acles performed at Lourdes, p 
vided he did accept the idea f 
God can and does work 
acles... 

“The Church is not fanat 
as to miracles and expects thi 
to be rare. It does not com 
faith in Lourdes, but the pet 
have it, and Popes have ref 
edly gone on record as approv 
the devotion to our Lady” 
Lourdes... 

“That God has worked m 
cures at Lourdes without v 
ing miracles has always see 
obvious to me.” (The Regist 
Feb. 12, 1956) 
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